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A  HISTOR  DR  SERVICE 
(Founded  during  the  Civil  War  period) 


Close  to  100  years  of  conscientious  service  to  families  of  Elkhart  County  especially  Olive  Township  stand  behind  the  business  started 
by  Jacob  F.  Ehret  and  continued  by  Edward  Lienhart  and  his  sons. 

Back  in  the  early  days  of  Olive  Township's  development  there  were  no  funeral  directors  as  such  to  make  funeral  arrangements.  It  was 
the  custom  for  the  carpenters  to  assist  the  local  farmers  when  death  occurred  since  they  were  the  ones  to  manufacture  the  coffins.  Jacob 
F.  Ehret  received  his  start  in  the  funeral  service  as  a  carpenter.  He  learned  the  carpentry  trade  in  1855  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
10  days  after  he  was  assigned  to  the  carpenter  shop  at  district  headquarters  at  Marietta  (while  in  service)  he  made  a  coffin  for  a  young 
lady  and  attended  the  funeral.  Since  this  was  not  a  military  personnel  and  not  performed  under  orders  leads  us  to  believe  that  he  was 
assuming  his  normal  role  of  life  in  assisting  with  the  burial  of  the  dead.  The  exact  date  when  he  started  assisting  with  burial  of  the  dead 


Other  prominent  Undertakers  of  Elkhart  County  who  started  their  profession  as  carpenters  were  Andrew  Stevens 
of  Elkhart  and  Henry  J.  Culp  of  Harrison  Township. 

Henry  J  Culp  was  a  competitor  of  Jacob  F.  Ehret  being  located  only  about  3  miles  east  on  the  present  Mart  Loucks 
farm.  The  1893  Elkhart  &  St.  Joseph  County  History  states  that  at  this  year  he  had  been  an  undertaker  for  nearly 

30  years  so  the  exact  time  he  started  in  assisting  with  the  burial  of  the  dead  will  never  be  known .  The  latter  part 

of  1895  or  early  1896  Henry  J.  Culp  sold  his  undertaking  business  to  Edward  Lienhart  and  Dave  Weaver  (a  brother 
in  law  of  Ed.  Lienhart).  The  first  funeral  conducted  by  this  firm  was  February  7.  1896.  After  a  year  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Lienharts. 

The  fall  of  1899  Ed  Lienhart  purchased  the  Jacob  F.  Ehret  business. 

The  year  of  1939  the  Lienharts  acquired  the  Anthony  B.  Yoder  business. 

The  Lienhart  Funeral  Home  of  Wakarusa,  continuing  the  business  started  by  Jacob  F.  Ehret  and  Henry  J.  Culp  is 
one  of  the  few  firms  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  able  to  trace  its  records  back  in  their  family  tree  approximately  one 
hundred  years. 

The  funeral  firm  of  Puerto  Rico  known  as  Ehret  Inc.  was  started  by  Dwight  &  Robert  Ehret  in  1940. 

Bob  served  his  apprenticeship  with  the  son  (Epli)  and  grandsons  (Floyd  and  Elmer)  of  Henry  J.  Culp. 

Bob  is  a  licensed  embalmer  in  Indiana  and  Puerto  Rico  and  Dwight  is  a  licensed  embalmer  in  Puerto  Rico. 

In  1961  Bob  was  issued  an  Indiana  Funeral  Directors  license  and  assisted  a  Mr.  Parpart  in  taking  over  the  Haas  business  in  Michigan 
City,  Indiana. 


HISTORY  ACCOUNTS  OF  ELIAS  &  JACOB  EHRET 

History  of  Elkhart  County  Indiana  1881,  page  1106  Published  in  Chicago,  Ill.  by  Clias.  C.  Cahpmau  &  Co. 


Jacob  F.  Ehret,  Trustee  of  Olive  tp.  ,  Sec.  14;  P.O.,  Wakarusa;  was  born  July  15,  1836,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  His  parents. 
Elias  and  Sophia  Ehret,  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  1818  and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  In  1835  they  moved  to 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1840  came  to  this  county.  Jacob  F.  lived  on  a  farm  till  19  years  old,  then  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  22  years.  He  was  married  New  Year's  day  of  1862  to  Mary  J.  ,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Morris, 
who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  typ.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E  have  had  9  children,  viz.:  Cornelius  O.  .  Minerva  E.  .  Lavina  E.  , 
Alice,  Clara,  Sophia,  Bertha,  Frederick  C.,  and  Sarah  A.  Mr.  E.  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Tp.  Trustee  in  1878,  and  re-elected 
in  April,  1880. 

1916  History  of  Elkhart  County  by  A.  E.  Weaver  published  by  the  American  Historical  society  of  Chicago  St  New  York. 

Page  730  St  31.  Account  of  Henry  L.  Letherman  -  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Letherman  wedded  Miss  Minerva  Ehret,  who 
was  likewise  bom  and  reared  in  Olive  Township,  and  who  proved  a  most  devoted  wife  and  mother  until  her  death,  which  iccured 
February  10,  1901.  Her  Paternal  Grandmother  (Sophia  Henning  perhaps  Hennig)  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  came  to  America  when 
a  young  woman,  the  payment  for  her  passage  across  the  Atlantic  having  been  paid  by  indenture  service  after  she  had  arrived  in  the 
New  World  .  Her  husband  (Elias  Ehret)  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Olive  Township,  Elkhart  County,  and  as  a  skilled  shoemaker 
he  here  found  much  requisition  for  his  service  in  the  manufacturing  of  boots  and  shoes  at  a  time  when  all  such  work  was  done  entire¬ 
ly  by  hand.  Here  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  and  his  widow  attained  to  the  advance  age  of  ninety  years.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Leatherman  (Jacob  F.  Ehret)  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  his  youth  and  was  one  of  the  first  undertakers  in  Elkhart  County,  where 
for  many  years  he  manufactured  coffins.  After  residing  for  a  number  of  years  at  a  place  about  2-1/2  miles  northwest  of  Wakarusa  he 
(Jacob  F.)  removed  with  his  family  to  that  village,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  he  made  his  home  with  his  children.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  May  Morris,  preceded  him  to  eternal  rest  by  several  years. 

Ona  Ehret  Essig  recalls  the  following  from  conversations  with  her  father  Cornelius  O.  Ehret  the  oldest  son  of  Jacob  F. 

Ehret.  Elias  Ehret  came  to  this  country  as  a  waif  aboard  a  steamship  when  he  was  only  14  years  of  age  in  approximately  the  year 
of  1818.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  custom  that  these  boys  then  were  hired  out  by  the  steamship  company  for  a  certain  length  of  time 
to  pay  for  their  fare  across  the  ocean. 

Because  he  was  so  little  no  one  would  take  him.  except  for  one  farmer  who  said  maybe  he  could  mind  the  children.  Here  he 
stayed  for  two  years  (for  his  fare).  During  this  time  he  went  to  school  as  schools  were  in  those  days.  The  farmer  'tis  said  was  mean 
to  Elias  and  wouldn't  want  him  to  have  a  good  lunch  but  the  kind  woman  by  prearrangement  with  Elias  (hid  the  lunch  in  the  straw) 
stack  and  there  he  got  it  and  went  on.  Even  then  sometimes  she  couldn't  manage  and  he  found  no  lunch. 

They  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia.  Elias  it  seems  loved  fun  as  well  as  any  boy  and  one  time  a  sheep  man  came 
by  to  spend  the  night,  Elias  found  out  soon  enough  about  a  cross  buck,  so  he  would  take  his  cap  at  the  end  of  the  stiff  tongue  of  the 
wagon  and  shake  it.  Then  when  the  sheep  ran  after  it  he  scooted  for  the  wagon  box.  Thus  it  went  until  finally  the  buck  ran  into  the 
tongue  and  killed  himself.  He  quick  ran  to  the  house  and  brought  the  sheep  man  to  see  what  was  wrong.  Guess  he  thought  it  was  an 
accident. 


But  one  time  when  a  storm  came  up  the  farmer  wanted  Elias  to  hook  the  hinge  door  to  the  barn.  He  was  too  little  even  by 
standing  on  a  bushel  basket  for  the  wind  just  blew  him  down.  In  his  anger  the  farmer  put  himself  on  the  basket  when  a  strong  puff  of 
wind  came  along,  unhinged  the  door  then  threw  him  over  and  pinned  him  underneath  (it  just  set  the  door  down)  and  he  sustained  in¬ 
juries  from  which  he  did  not  recover.  It  is  presumed  that  soon  after  this  mans  death  that  Elias  went  to  Philadelphia  and  for  several 
years  worked  as  an  apprentice  shoe  cobbler. 
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SOPHIA  (HENNING)  EHRET'  S  GERMAN  HYMN  BOOK 
BIRTHS  AT  RIGHT  FROM  JACOB  EHRET  FAMILY  BIBLE 


(BOOKS  OWNED  BY  JOY  (YODER)  FREED) 


GRAVE  OF  JACOB' S  PARENTS 
AT  OLIVE  CEMETERY 


(ELIAS  EHRET  FAMILY  HISTORY  BEGINS  ON  BACK  OF  FEBRUARY  1963) 
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During  this  time  the  cholera  broke  out  and  there  were  so  ry  deaths  Elias  became  worried  where  upon  he  inquired  of  a  Dr. 
as  to  precautionary  measures.  He  told  him  to  go  back  and  work  at  his  trade  but  if  he  liked  port  wine  to  take  a  little  now  and  then  and 
he  didn't  believe  he  would  get  the  cholera.  Being  a  real  German  and  brought  up  on  wine  he  sipped  as  instructed  until  the  Cholera 
seige  was  over.  He  always  said  he  used  up  all  of  his  $300  savings  but  Hal  Ha!  I  didn't  get  the  cholera. 

Approximately  four  years  after  Elias  arrived  around  1822  a  Sophia  Henning  then  aged  18  came  here  from  Germany  via  sail¬ 
boat  takin  six  weeks  for  the  crossing.  Hereshewas  Sophia  but  in  Germany  she  was  just  plain  "Suph''.  On  the  way  some  one  died 
and  she  witnessed  the  burial  at  sea.  The  body  was  taken  to  the  top  of  the  ship  where  rites  were  performed.  The  body  was  wrapped 
in  a  heavy  canvass  and  a  heavy  stone  or  weight  was  at  his  feet  and  thus  he  was  sent  into  the  watery  grave. 

Sophia  immediately  went  to  Philadelphia  and  as  is  often  the  case  two  strange  people  from  the  same  homeland  meet  and  they 
fell  in  love  on  sight.  So  Elias  says  he  took  her  home  the  first  time  he  ever  saw  her.  Elias  met  her  at  a  dance  in  Philadelphia  and  he 
says  he  could  see  she  was  a  green  Dutchman  too  so  they  met,  danced  and  walked  home  after  changing  and  wearing  each  others  shoes. 

When  they  were  married  Elias  started  his  own  shoe  shop  until  the  panic.  Then  all  he  could  save  was  an  oxen  team,  wagon 
and  a  few  shoemakers  tools.  He  and  Sophia  left  Philadelphia  in  this  wagon  and  traveled  to  Ohio,  not  very  far  from  Wooster.  (This 
was  in  1835  according  to  the  1881  Elk  Co.  History  book.)  Jacob  my  grandfather  says  that  Elias  had  but  two  dollars  in  money  when 
they  arrived  in  Ohio.  He  started  a  shce  shop  in  his  house  and  then  attended  the  Mennonite  Church.  But  Sophia  didn't  like  this  church. 
The  Ehrets  being  too  high  toned,  they  were  German  Baptists  in  Philadelphia,  so  when  Elias  went  in  his  high  hat  and  swallow  tail  coat 
he  was  soon  called  "stutsy”  (Proud  Ehret)  Sophia  (my  Great  Grandmother)  made  plain  clothes  etc. ,  and  Elias  told  her  that  they 
must  keep  like  these  people  for  these  people  were  his  shoe  customers. 

Seems  like  there  is  no  mention  as  to  how  the  family  came  to  Indiana,  but  they  first  settled  on  a  section  2  miles  catecornered 
from  Shriver  house. 

My  Father  Cornelius  tells  the  story  of  his  Grandmother  Suph  going  to  milk  the  cows  one  evening  and  when  she  started  for  the 
house  she  started  for  the  house  in  the  wrong  direction  finally  coming  to  Shrivers  2  miles  away.  Elias  blew  the  dinner  horn  and 
Shriver  answered  with  a  shot  so  he  knew  she  was  safe.  In  the  morning  Shriver  to  >k  her  home  via  horseback  and  she  was  still  carry¬ 
ing  the  milk,  (the  1881  History  of  Elkhart  County  Ind.  states  that  they  removed  to  Elkhart  county  in  the  year  of  1840.)  It  is  told 
that  the  first  land  that  they  puchased  in  Elk  County  was  bought  for  a  (dollar  to  $1.25  per  acre. 

Elias  Ehret  died  on  his  farm  located  one  mile  west  of  Wakarusa  and  two  and  a  quarter  miles  north  on  tile  east  side  of  the 
road  or  just  north  of  the  Ehrets  school  and  the  Baugo  Church.  As  of  the  present  Leonard  Eby  lives  on  the  farm  and  the  farm  abstract 
shows  that  this  farm  was  purchased  by  Elias  on  May  28,  1856.  Elias  died  Aug.  24.  1878  on  this  farm  and  Sophia  died  March  17,  1903 
at  her  daughter's,  Sarah  Ehret  N’usbaum  at  the  age  of  approximately  92  years.  To  this  union  were  born  10  children  -  7  girls  and  3 
boys  as  follows: 

Sophia  married  to  Sam  Stutsman 
Jacob  married  to  Mary  Morris 
John  married  to  Ellen  Inks 
Hannah  married  to  John  Ramer 
Catherine  married  to  Jacob  Robinson 
Rose  married  to  George  Stealey 
Mary  married  to  Sam  Nusbaum 
Sarah  married  to  Christ  Nussbaum 
Mike  married  to  Lydia  Seitz 
Lovina  married  to  Eli  Lutz 

Sophia  had  6  children  -  Josephine,  Elias,  Mike,  Mary,  Martha  &  Jack 

Jacob  had  10  children  -  Cornelius,  Minerva.  Lovina,  Alice,  Sophia,  Clara.  Bertha,  Fred,  Ann  &  Albert. 

John  had  6  children  -  Jim,  George,  Milo,  Harry,  Josephine  St  Elsie. 

Hannah  had  4  children  -  Mahola,  Mary,  William  St  Lovina 
Catherine  had  one  daughter  Harriet. 

Rose  adopted  Gussie 

Mary  had  6  children  -  Walter,  Lawerence.  Nelson,  Carrie.  Hallie  St  D  >ra. 

Sara  had  2  children,  -  Ralph  Si  Rose 
Mike  had  one  son  Rufus 

Lovina  had  3  children  -  Sophia.  Roy  St  Blanche 

Joy  Yoder  Freed  writes  that  in  the  year  of  1862  on  Jan.  1st,  Jacob  F.  Ehret  and  Mary  Morris  were  married.  Jacob  was  a 
carpenter  and  was  27.  Mary  was  20.  Whatever  their  hopes  were  for  happiness  there  must  have  been  forebodings  and  fears  for  the 
years  ahead  of  them.  Just  one  year  before  Abraham  Lincoln  had  taken  office  as  president,  and  in  the  same  year  April  1861  the  Civil 
War  started  and  President  Lincoln  called  for  troops.  In  1862  Jacob's  brother  John  enlisted  in  the  army  and  served  through  the  war. 

The  younger  brother  Michael  also  enlisted  in  the  74th  regiment.  He  said  in  his  later  years  that  he  never  forgot  the  great  tears  roll 
down  over  my  mothers  cheeks  when  1  gave  her  goodbye  in  Elkhart.  Michael  was  rejected  for  physical  reasons.  The  call  for  Army 
duty  had  come  to  Jacob.  He  was  able  to  hire  another  to  take  his  place.  This  was  allowed  but  the  substitute  must  be  paid  a  fee  of  $100. 
However  late  in  the  year  of  1864  the  call  came  again  and  this  time  he  was  not  able  to  get  another  man  to  go  for  him  so  he  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  Mary  and  the  children  and  on  Jan.  3,  1865  he  left  for  Indianapolis  via  Kendalville. 

Ona  Ehret  Essig  has  in  her  possession  the  civil  war  diary  and  Bob  Ehret  has  copied  the  entire  diary  and  has  had  photostats 
made  of  some  of  the  pages,  (should  there  be  enough  interest  to  proceed  and  produce  a  4  year  Callander  with  each  grandchild  and  their 
families.it  would  be  very  interesting  to  reproduce  some  of  this  diary  on  the  reverse  sides  of  the  pages.) 

THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  NEWS  CUPPING  I  HAVE  OF  THE  EUAS  EHRET  FAMILY  REUNION. 

The  second  informal  reunion  of  descendants  of  Elias  Ehret  was  held  yesterday  in  the  I.  J.  Leatherman  grove  two  miles  south 
west  of  Wakarusa.  Of  the  109  relatives  present.  Michael  Ehret  of  Nashville,  Michigan,  aged  77,  was  the  oldest,  and  Paul,  three 
month  old  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buel  Weldy  of  Bremen,  the  youngest.  The  day  was  devoted  to  various  games,  horseshoe  pitching 
proved  the  most  popular  with  the  men.  Anthony  Yoder  of  Wakarusa  and  John  Myers  of  north  of  Wakarusa  winning  the  honors.  The 
following  officers  were  elected:  President,  Cornelius  Ehret  of  Jamestown;  Vice  president,  John  Myers;  secretary-treasurer.  Mrs. 

Fred  Ehret  of  Wakarusa;  assistant  to  the  secretary-treasurer.  Fred  Ehret  and  program  committee,  Joseph  Fisher  of  near  Wakarusa, 
Mrs.  Edgar  Freed  of  Wakarusa  and  Mrs.  Earl  Tarbell  of  Nashville.  Mich.  The  head  of  each  family  was  instructed  to  furnish  the 
secretary  a  list  of  names  and  addresses  of  the  members  of  his  family. 

Among  the  members  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Gersterand  son  Dale,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Nusbaum  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Helman  and  daughter  Maxine,  and  son,  Charles  Jr.  all  of  Elkhart;  Michael  Ehret,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Tarbell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sylvester 
Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orla  Ehret,  Mrs.  C.  O.  Mason  and  sons,  Robert  and  Richard,  and  James  Ehret  all  of  Nashville,  Mich.;  Ansel 
Ehret  of  Union,  Michigan,  Miss  Olive  Ehret  of  South  Bend  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weldy  and  son  Paul,  of  Bremen.  The  next  reunion  will 
be  held  June  16,  1922  in  the  Leatherman  grove.  Mr.  Leatherman  has  erected  on  his  grove  a  pavilion  in  which  are  eight-foot  tables 
and  benches  and  has  driven  a  well  and  is  planning  to  have  the  ground  leveled  for  tennis  courts  and  croquet  ground  for  use  by  picnickers 
free  of  charge,  although  an  offering  is  usually  taken  up  by  the  merrymakers. 
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ELIZABETH  (SAILOR)  MORRIS 


ISAAC  MORRIS 


ONE  OF  THE  FIRST  RESIDENTS  OF  OLIVE  TOWNSHIP 
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I  have  this  news  clipping  and  I'm  sure  that  this  reunion  w  held  in  1921. 


The  information  on  the  1st  4  pages  (prior  to  the  news  clipping)  was  told  to  me  by  members  of  the  family  all  of  who  are  now 


deceased. 


3  April  1962 


Ona  Ehret  Essig  Resident  of  Oakland  Ave. ,  South 

Daughter  of  Cornelius  Ehret  of  Elkhart  on  the  Essig  hill, 
wife  of  Frank  Essig  (Grandaughter  of  Jacob  Ehret 

and  Great  Grandaughter  of  Elias  Ehret) 


Obituarys  copied  from  Newspaper  clippings. 

Mary  Jane  (Morris)  Ehret  was  bom  in  Olive  township,  Elkhart  county,  Ind.  January  31,  1842  -  died  June  22  1907  aged  65 
years  4  months  and  22  days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  F.  Ehret  January  1,  1862  by  Rev.  Barton  Curtis.  To  this  union 
was  born  eleven  children,  Cornelius  O.  Ehret,  of  Baugo  township.  Mrs.  Henry  Letherman,  deceased,  Mrs.  John  C.  Myers,  Mrs. 
Harvey  Letherman.  Mrs.  Anth  Yoder,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Lehman,  Fred  Ehret,  Mrs.  Walter  Buzzard,  deceased,  Mrs.  George  Rpnner, 
and  Albert  Ehret.  There  were  35  grandchildren  and  1  great  grandchild. 

The  deceased  was  an  active  member  and  Sunday  school  worker  for  a  number  of  years  and  spent  much  of  her  time  studying 
the  Bible.  She  was  a  loving  mother  and  a  good  neighbor  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mrs.  Ehret  was  sick  only  a  few  moments  when  she  was  called  to  that  better  world.  She  was  tenderly  laid  to  rest  in  the  Olive 
cemetry  5  miles  north  of  Wakarusa.  The  floral  tributes  were  very  nice.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Schwalm 
and  A.  B.  Yoder  using  the  following  text:  I  Cor.  5:1  "For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved  we 
have  a  building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens;. 

A  precious  one  from  us  is  gone 
A  voice  we  loved  is  still, 

A  place  is  vacant  in  our  home 
Which  never  can  be  filled. 

Jacob  F.  Ehret  was  born  July  15.  1835  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. ,  died  November  25,  1908,  aged  73  years,  4  months  and  10  days. 

He  was  married  to  Mary  Morris  January  1,  1862,  who  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world  June  22,  1907. 

To  this  union  were  born  eleven  children;  Cornelius,  Manervia.  (deceased)  Lovina,  Alice,  Clara,  Sophia,  Bertha,  Fredric, 
Anna  (deceased)  and  Albert;  one  died  in  infancy.  He  leaves  35  grandchildren,  3  great-grandchildren,  2  brothers,  2  sisters  and  many 
friends  to  mourn  their  loss  of  a  loved  one.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  25  years. 

He  was  a  kind  and  loving  father;  bore  his  afflictions  patiently,  trusting  the  Lord  to  call  him  to  his  heavenly  home. 

Services  by  Eld.  H.  M.  Schwalm  and  A.  B.  Yoder,  assisted  by  J.  and  C.  Metzler,  from  these  words  -  "In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulations,  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  John  16:33 

Added  by  Joy  Freed  --  Grandma  Mary  died  suddenly  in  the  night  of  a  heart  attack.  I  well  remember  of  waking  up  in  the 
night  hearing  my  Mother  weeping  upon  word  of  her  death. 

Grandpa  lived  at  our  home  Anth.  Yoders  when  he  died.  He  had  cancer  in  his  mouth  caused  by  chewing  tobacco,  it  ate  through 
his  cheek  and  also  closed  his  throat.  He  suffered  a  great  lot. 


Shortly  after  the  death  of  my  mother  in  1899.  my  sister  Ona  and  1  went  to  live  with  Grandpa  Jake  Ehret.  My  Dad  had  a  hired 
girl  part  time  and  at  times  when  he  had  a  hired  girl  he  would  take  us  home  to  stay  while  the  girl  was  there  to  help.  One  of  the  hired 
girls  that  Dad  had  was  a  Martha  Hartman  who  he  married  on  the  1st  of  March  1901.  Shortly  after  this  marriage  we  went  back  to  live 
with  Dad  and  out  step  mother  Martha. 

I  remember  that  Grandpa  Jake  would  come  to  our  place  and  borrow  a  black  horse  by  the  name  of  Morg  to  use  on  funeral  pro¬ 
cessions. 

When  Ona  and  I  lived  at  Grandpa  Jakes,  I  can  still  remember  seeing  rough  boxes  sitting  around. 

I  remember  my  father  telling  that  somewhere  south  west  of  where  Grandpa  Jake  lived,  he  took  a  contract  to  build  a  church. 
After  he  started  to  build  the  church  prices  went  up  and  he  talked  to  the  congregation  and  explained  he  couldn't  keep  on  and  come  out 
on  it  and  they  said  that  he  should  go  ahead  and  they  would  make  it  right.  He  completed  the  church  but  they  didn't  make  it  right  and 
Grandpa  Jake  had  to  make  sale  to  clear  the  debts  and  had  to  start  out  all  over  again. 

The  Morris  family  were  avid  hunters  and  trap  shooters.  At  a  Morris  reunion  at  Grandpa  Jake  Ehrets  I  can  still  remember 
a  rig  that  would  throw  out  clay  birds  and  the  Morris  family  had  great  sport  shooting  the  clay  birds. 

One  day  when  Grandpa  Jake  was  visiting  us  my  half  brother  Otto  fell  into  the  water  tank  and  his  brother  Lewis  screamed  so 
loud  that  he  was  found  and  pulled  right  out  but  he  was  almost  stiff. 

About  ail  I  can  remember  of  my  mother  is  that  she  made  mesome  mittens  and  give  me  a  1/2  a  banana.  All  I  can  remember 
of  her  funeral  was  a  jug  sitting  around. 

It  was  said  that  Jake  Ehret  had  a  tobacco  cancer  and  it  seems  to  me  that  he  took  treatments  in  Kokomo.  I  took  my  first  and 
last  chew  of  tobacco  from  the  plug  of  Grandpa  Jake  and  got  good  and  sick. 


Grandpa  Jake  promised  my  Dad  Cornelius  all  of  his  carpentery  tools  as  Dad  was  the  only  one  who  liked  this  work.  After 
Grandpa  Jake  died  Dad  got  all  of  the  tools  and  took  a  wooden  vise  off  of  a  work  bench  about  3  days  prior  to  the  sale.  Abe  Bowers  was 
the  auctioneer.  David  Homes  bought  the  farm  and  also  bought  the  work  bench.  He  had  seen  the  work  bench  many  times  but  didn't 
notice  the  vice  was  gone  until  after  the  sale  and  then  he  thought  sure  that  someone  had  stolen  it  during  the  sale. 


Dwight  Y.  Ehret 

Jacob  F.  Ehret  --  Once  when  Uncle  Jake  was  building  bridges,  on  a  morning  when  he  returned  to  the  job,  he  found  out  that 
someone  had  stole  the  horse  driven  pile  driver  during  the  nite.  He  looked  all  around  and  couldn't  find  it  and  finally  went  to  see  a 
fortune  teller  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Baker  in  South  Bend.  Mr.  Baker  had  a  very  good  reputation  for  being  accurate  on  his  predictions. 
Uncle  Jake  explained  the  theft  and  Mr.  Baker  said,  "All  I  can  tell  you  is  that  you  walked  over  the  pile  driver  since  you  found  it  missing 
this  morning. "  Then  Uncle  Jake  remembered  that  he  went  by  a  place  that  looked  like  someone  had  just  buried  a  large  animal  (he 
thought).  He  returned  and  immediately  took  a  shovel  and  started  digging  and  sure  enought  there  was  the  pile  driver  buried. 

Bert  A.  Morris 

I  well  remember  that  on  November  24.  1890  Jacob  Ehret  was  the  undertaker  for  my  father,  Philip  H.  Kilmer.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  Shaum's  church  by  George  Lambert  and  Amos  Mumaw.  The  hearse  Jacob  used  was  a  simple  one.  I  was  really  surprised  to 
see  the  actual  record  of  fathers  death  listed  in  one  of  Jacob's  record  books. 


Oscar  Kilmer,  Bethel  Publishing  Company 


1.  LOLA  MORRIS  >1. 

2.  BERT  MORRIS  |2. 

3.  DAN  ESHLEMAN  13, 

4.  JOYCE  LEHMAN  |4, 

5.  A.  C,  LEHMAN  15, 

6.  WILL  MORRIS  16. 

7.  AUNT  SADIE  EHRET  17, 

8.  18. 

9.  AUNT  NEELY  EHRET  19, 

•0.  20. 


FRED  EHRET 

MRS.  MOSE  CULP 

BRADY  MORRIS 

LEAH  CULP  MORRIS 

IDA  LETHERMAN  (MITCHELL) 

MARTHA  HARTMAN  EHRET 

BABY 

SOPHIA  EHRET  RENNER 
BERTHA  EHRET  LEHMAN 
CORNELIUS  EHRET 


21.  CLARA  EHRET  YODER 

22.  ANTHONY  YODER 

23.  NEEL  MORRIS 

24.  CLYDE  HAUSER 

25.  ELMER  GORE 

26.  ANSEL  EHRET 

27.  LIZA  STANLEY  PEIFFER 

28.  BABY  PEIFFER 

29.  MR.  PEIFFER 

30.  ELSIE  LETHERMAN  FISHER 

31.  BERTHA  COTHREN  KILMER 

32.  GRACE  LETHERMAN  FISHER 

33.  JULIA  PLETCHER  MORRIS 

34.  ALBERT  EHRET 

35.  MOSE  SAILORS 

36.  AUNT  SALLY  MORRIS 

37.  JACOB  EHRET 

38.  MATILDE  (WIFE  OF  ISAAC  MORRIS) 

39.  ISAAC  MORRIS 

40.  RED  HEADED  INKS 

41.  UNCLE  CORNELIUS  MORRIS 

42.  MARY  ANN  INKS— RED'S  WIFE 

43.  MARY  MORRIS  EHRET 

44.  AUNT  ELISA  MORRIS  BICKEL 

45.  RACHAEL  MORRIS  COTHERN 


46.  DY  EHRET  DWIGHT 

47.  FERN  EHRET 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52.  HALSIE  GORE 

53. 

54.  AGNES  GORE 

55.  MABLE  LETHERMAN 

56. 

57.  JOY  YODER  FREED 

58.  ONA  EHRET  ESSIG 

59.  RUSSEL  EHRET 

60. 

6*. 

62. 

63.  GEORGIE  RENNER 

64.  FAYE  EHRET  KALB 

65.  EUREATH  LETHERMAN 

66. 

67.  HELEN  GORE 

68.  BERNICE  MORRIS 

69.  CLIVE  BUZZARD 

70.  MERL  RENNER 


(REFER  TO  THE  BACK  OF  THIS  PAGE  FOR  BEGINNING  OF  MORRIS  FAMILY  HISTORY) 
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Jacob  F.  Ehret  --  On  Feb.  12.  1884  a  baby  daughter  of,  ob  F.  and  Mary  Morris  Ehret  died  at  the  age  of  15  days  and  was 
buried  to  the  north  of  Jake  Ehrets  large  tombstone. 

On  page  526  of  the  1881  Chapman  history  of  Elkhart  County  it  listed  J.  F.  Ehret  as  Trustee  of  Olive  Twp.  (along  with  this 
is  a  photostat  of  one  of  the  pages  in  the  account  book  concerning  trustee  work). 

On  page  653  of  the  same  book  quote,  "Mr.  Jacob  Ehret,  trustee  of  Olive  townsiiip,  reported  enumeration,  538;  number  in 
school.  326;  number  belonging,  305;  attendance.  286;  percent.,  94;  absence,  545;  neither  tardy  nor  absent,  84;  cases  of  tardiness, 
133;  time  lost  by  tardiness,  38  hours." 

Page  915  Weavers  U  volume  Elkhart  County  History  1916  quote.  "Such  were  some  of  the  incidents  in  his  (Abraham  Bauer) 
early  career  as  a  trader.  It  must  be  remembered  that  all  of  this  occurred  before  he  had  reached  his  majority.  In  fact,  in  1889  when 
he  was  only  nineteen.  Jacob  Ehret,  the  assessor,  placed  a  value  of  $500.  on  his  personal  property.' 


MORRIS  FAMILY  HISTORY 

Today  1  was  visited  by  my  son  in  law  Elmer  Metzler  and  Bob  Ehret  along  with  Bob’s  little  son  Jerry.  Due  to  the  fact  that  my 
father  Cornelius  Morris  and  Bob's  great  grandmother  Mary  Morris  Ehret  (Jacob  Ehret's  wife)  were  brother  and  sister.  Bob  is  in¬ 
terested  in  getting  some  family  history  and  I  am  happy  to  assist  by  telling  things  as  they  were  told  to  me  or  as  I  actually  seen  them 
to  be  so.  I  shall  start  out  with  my  Grandfather  Isaac  Morris  and  we  will  call  this  the 

1st  GENERATION 

My  Grandfather  Isaac  Morris  was  born  in  1804,  in  Munros  County  Ohio,  I  believe  it  was.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Sailors,  sister  of  Martin  Sailors  and  she  was  also  born  in  the  year  of  1804.  They  had  the  following  children  which  will  be  called  the 

2nd  GENERATION 


Cornelius  -  (My  father) 

Ike 

Mose 

Stephen 

Mary  -  (Married  to  Jake  Ehret) 


Esther  -  (Married  a  Bickel) 
Jacob 

Elizabeth  -  (Married  a  Bickel) 

Eliza 

Rachael 


My  Grandfather  Isaac  came  from  Munroe  County  Ohio  in  1830  and  his  son  Isaac  Jr.  was  5  years  old  at  this  time  and  they 
made  the  trip  in  a  caravan  and  stopped  in  Jimtown  where  they  had  a  big  discussion  (Not  too  friendly)  because  some  of  the  group 
wanted  to  go  south  from  Jimtown  and  the  others  wanted  to  go  west  and  then  south.  My  Grandfather  Isaac  and  two  of  his  brothers  in 
law  went  south  to  where  he  bought  160  acres  of  land  and  built  his  first  log  cabin.  This  farm  was  located  north  of  the  Shaum's  (Olive) 
Church  towards  Jimtown  and  just  south  of  the  creek  on  what  was  called  the  Schoules  Bottom  and  now  owned  by  Otto  Ehret.  He  lived 
here  for  at  least  a  year  or  so  and  probably  five.  For  a  while  the  Government  had  the  Indians  corraled  on  my  Grandfather  Isaac's 
farm  near  the  1st  log  cabin  that  he  built.  This  was  near  Scholcs  bottom  by  the  creek  along  in  1831  or  32.  Some  of  the  chiefs  would 
walk  right  in  the  cabin  at  night  and  spread  their  deer  skin  blankets  right  in  front  of  the  fireplace  and  sleep  all  night  without  saying  one 
word.  Uncle  Isaac  would  wrestle  with  the  Indian  boys  his  size  and  could  throw  everyone  of  them  he  wrestled  with.  However,  Uncle 
Jacob  Morris  wouldn't  so  much  as  touch  an  Indian.  Aunt  Esther  one  time  picked  up  a  little  Indian  child  and  quicker  than  a  wink  the 
Indian  bit  her  in  the  face  and  the  Indians  all  laughed  and  laughed  and  thought  it  was  a  good  joke.  On  a  March  the  Government  Army 
moved  all  the  Indians  south  towards  the  middle  of  the  state  and  kept  them  moving  through  snow,  ice.  mud  and  cold  .  A  lot  of  the 
Indians  got  sick  and  they  drove  them  like  cattle  and  the  sick  ones  were  left  by  the  wayside  to  die.  They  treated  children,  adults  and 
old  all  alike.  The  Indian  was  just  something  that  the  white  man  wanted  to  get  rid  of. 


Then  a  few  years  after  living  on  the  farm  near  to  Jimtown  Grandfather  Isaac  sold  this  farm  and  moved  to  the  south.  Here  he 
bought  two  40  acre  tracts  two  miles  north  of  Wakarusa.  One  of  these  was  on  the  north  west  corner  and  the  other  was  on  die  north 
east  corner.  The  second  log  cabin  he  built  was  on  the  north  east  tract  just  east  of  the  creek  where  die  George  Weldy  place  now  is. 
The  third  log  cabin  he  built  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  on  the  north  west  tract  and  on  the  highest  place  where  the  Ollie  Morning- 
star's  barn  now  stands.  It  was  on  this  farm  where  I  was  born  on  Oct.  20th  1882.  (Cornelius  Morris)  Cornelius  Ehret  later  on  was 
named  after  him  since  Uncle  Jake  Ehret  married  my  Aunt  Mary  Morris . 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  after  three  generations  our  Morris  family  found  out  that  there  were  other  Morris  people  living 
around  Tyner,  Indiana  which  is  about  35  miles  thru  the  woods  from  Wakarusa.  It  took  these  three  generations  to  find  out  where 
the  other  part  of  the  caravan  landed. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Morris,  a  banker  and  loan  office  operator  and  a  millionaire  of  South  Bend,  was  an  orphan  from  Tyner  and  was 
raised  by  a  family  by  the  name  of  Alward.  After  he  went  to  South  Bend  he  made  very  good.  A  couple  of  years  ago  the  old  Palace 
Theater  was  bought  by  his  widow  and  given  to  the  city  of  South  Bend.  He  helped  a  lot  at  Notre  Dame  and  some  building  there  is 
named  after  him.  Right  at  first  he  was  so  successful  that  when  bankers  in  Chicago  were  told  about  this  man  and  his  financial 
success,  they  just  said  it  was  impossible.  Then  auditors  were  sent  to  South  Bend  to  verify  his  success  and  they  were  convinced 
that  this  man  was  a  financial  wizard. 


My  Grandfather  Isaac  Morris  was  one  of  the  first  whitesettlersto  live  in  Olive  Township  with  his  family  and  the  first  Election 
was  held  in  my  Grandfathers  log  cabin  and  the  first  ballot  box  was  my  Grandmothers  sugar  bowl.  My  grandmother  later  gave  this 
bowl  to  Dads  cousin  -  a  Henry  Bickel.  This  Henry  Bickel  kept  the  sugar  bowl  and  for  many  years  they  lived  in  cither  Stark  or  Marshall 
county.  He  (Henry)  was  the  son  of  Elizabeth  Morris  Bickel.  Red  Headed  Inks  had  a  farm  about  1-1/2  miles  east  of  Bass  Lakeand  1/4 
mile  south  and  this  Henry  Bickel  lived  on  a  log  cabin  on  this  farm.  One  day  Dad  was  hunting  on  the  Inks  farm  and  Inks  told  dad  that 
Bickel  had  the  sugar  bowl.  Dad  wanted  it  very  bad  and  Inks  told  Bickel  to  give  the  sugar  bowl  to  Dad  and  he  would  help  him  out  which 
Dad  did  by  sending  him  clothing.  After  the  death  of  my  Dad  then  my  Mother  gave  this  bowl  to  my  brother  Cornelius  who  died  about 
10  years  ago.  His  widow  was  the  former  Alta  Clauson  who  died  about  a  year  ago  in  Ohio  and  was  also  buried  in  Memorial  gardens  of 
South  Bend.  They  had  four  children.  Gene  who  married  a  Ed  Walsh,  Bill  and  Joan  who  live  in  Colorado  and  Jim.  I  do  not  know  if 
the  sugar  bowl  now  exists  at  all  however  Ona  Ehret  Essig  told  me  some  time  ago  that  she  had  one  of  the  matching  pieces  of  this  set, 
however  1  have  never  seen  it. 


When  the  first  white  settlers  came  they  had  a  lot  of  trouble  with  the  wild  game  eating  up  the  crops.  Grandfather  Isaac  never 
fired  a  gun  and  he  hired  men  at  a  dollar  a  day  and  furnished  dinner  and  the  ammunition  to  kill  the  wild  game.  They  did  their  farming 
around  the  stumps.  Dad  told  me  that  his  mother  or  my  grandmother  prayed  very  seriously  that  all  of  her  boys  would  be  hunters  and 
they  were.  In  the  loft  of  the  house  they  would  keep  the  rear  quarters  or  saddles  of  the  venison.  These  would  be  cured  in  a  solution 
in  a  barrel  and  smoked  and  hung  in  the  loft. 

Uncle  Isaac  Morris  who  was  5  when  the  caravan  came  from  Ohio  and  who  lived  on  Dads  farm  told  me  he  killed  between  80  and 
100  deer  right  on  that  farm  only  which  was  2  miles  north  of  Wakarusa.  My  Dad  Cornelius  when  he  was  little  would  hear  the  rest  of 
the  brothers  come  back  from  hunting  and  tell  how  that  they  wounded  a  deer  but  that  they  didn't  get  it.  Dad  was  an  expert  marksman 
and  always  made  a  clean  kill  and  never  let  a  wounded  deer  get  away.  He  shot  the  last  wild  deer  that  was  shot  around  Wakarusa. 

This  was  on  the  Davidhizer  farm  2  miles  west  of  town. 
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1  remember  the  family  telling  about  a  cemetery  on  the  Mi  s  Homestetl  2  miles  north  of  Wakarusa  on  the  North  west  tract. 
It  was  north  of  the  ditch  about  20  rods  back  from  the  road  on  a  high  xnole.  Grandfather  Isaac  died  in  1883  on  the  homestead  and  was 
buried  in  the  north  east  section  of  the  old  Shaunis  cemetery  side  of  his  wife  Elizabeth  who  died  a  year  earlier  on  the  same  farm  2 
miles  north  of  Wakarusa.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Jake  Ehret  buried  both  of  my  Grandparents.  The  stones  are  still  on  the  graves 
of  my  little  sisters  but  about  four  years  ago  the  stones  on  Grandfathers  and  Grandmothers  graves  disappeared  as  they  were  from 
sandstone  and  washed  away  over  the  years.  Bob  Ehret  has  promised  to  put  up  a  marker  for  them. 


the 


My  Father  Cornelius  who  was  bom  in  1845  married  my  mother  the  former  Sarah  Elizabeth  Smyser  in  1873  and  this  starts 

3rd  GENERATION 


Children  of  Cornelius  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Morris 

(Myself)  Bert  born  Oct.  20.  1882 

Ana  Liza  born  July  4th.  1873  -  died  Aug.  27,  1874 

Emma  May  bom  Dec.  11,  1877  -  died  Aug.  31,  1880 

Cornelius  bom  in  1884  -  died  in  1952  and  is  buried  in  Memorial  park  in  South  Bend 

Eddy  bom  m  1892  -  lives  on  old  31  up  near  Niles  Michigan.  (He  was  named  after  Uncle  Eddy  Shank  who  was  named  after  General  Eddy) 
Mazie  bom  March  10,  1887  -  died  Aug.  23,  1887.  I  still  remember  Uncle  Jake  Ehret  being  the  Undertaker  and  the  little  White  Casket. 

Olive  Cemetery 

Just  two  weeks  ago  I  sent  my  folks  marriage  certificate  as  well  as  the  original  deeds  to  the  2  four  acre  tracts  in  Olive  twp. 
to  my  son  Robert  Romaine  Morris  of  703  Government  way,  Couerd  -  Alene,  Idaho  as  he  was  interested  in  keeping  them. 

My  Father  Cornelius  told  me  that  Uncle  Jake  Ehret's  brother  Mike  went  out  to  Kansas  and  was  going  with  a  girl  named  Mary 
Ann  and  that  he  gave  her  orders  before  he  left  that  she  was  to  stay  away  from  Red  Headed  John  Inks.  But  when  he  returned  from 
Kansas  she  had  already  married  Inks.  Later  on  she  wrote  him  that  she  wanted  to  see  him  but  he  sent  word  back  to  her  that  he  wouldn't 
have  anything  to  do  with  a  married  woman.  Inks  later  died  in  a  buggy  of  a  heart  attack. 

The  only  Civil  war  story  I  remember  hearing  Uncle  Jake  Ehret  tell  is  that  he  threw  his  haversack  in  the  Potomac  River  and 
his  son  Albert  asked  him  why  he  did  it  and  he  said,  "Oh  it  was  so  dirty  and  greasy."  Jacob  Ehret  was  a  Farmer,  Bridge  Builder, 
Carpenter  and  Undertaker  and  I  still  can  remember  the  first  hearse  Uncle  Jake  had.  The  wheels  would  turn  under  the  seat  and  they 
could  turn  very  short  and  it  was  an  extremely  plain  affair.  However  the  second  hearse  he  got  was  a  fancy  one  and  had  plumes  on  the 
comers  of  it.  The  first  one  had  three  little  windows  and  the  last  one  had  just  one  big  window. 

1  remember  one  Sunday  I  was  at  Uncle  Jakes  (who  lived  about  3/4th  of  a  mile  west  of  us)  and  a  young  undertaker  came  to 
visit  him  and  Uncle  Jake  told  the  young  man  how  that  he  had  bought  a  pump  for  embalming  but  it  wouldn't  work  and  he  had  sent  it 
back  to  the  people  he  had  bought  it  from .  The  young  fellow  said  that  it  was  too  bad  that  he  had  sent  it  back  as  he  could  have  showed 
him  how  it  worked.  Uncle  Jake  reordered  it  and  then  used  it.  I  dont  know  who  tills  young  undertaker  was.  I  also  remember  one 
day  I  was  at  Uncle  Jakes  and  Dave  Cult  came  to  buy  a  casket  for  his  wife  and  Uncle  Jake  said  he  had  2  boughten  caskets  upstairs  and 
Dave  said,  "would  it  be  wrong  to  ask  the  price?"  Uncle  Jake  said  no.  One  I  think  was  $30  and  the  other  was  $35  and  he  anyway  took 
the  better  one  as  I  remember.  Then  they  went  in  the  house  to  pick  out  the  lining  and  he  picked  out  what  was  to  my  liking  the  prettiest 
pokydotthat  Uncle  Jake  had.  After  Dave  left  Uncle  Jake  told  Aunt  Mary  that  he  had  picked  out  the  cheapest  linings.  Even  though  I  was 
only  13  years  old  I  remember  this  very  clearly.  Mrs.  Culp  died  in  Aug.  of  189S 

I  remember  one  day  that  Clara  Ehret  and  I  were  riding  by  the  dutch  church  west  of  Jakes  place  and  Clara  said,  "this  is  the 
church  that  broke  Dad  up. "  Clara  was  working  for  us  and  we  were  living  at  the  time  on  the  Dowels  farm  one  mile  south  and  three 
east  of  Mishawaka.  Clara  later  married  Anthony  B.  Yoder. 

My  Dad  Cornelius  qualified  for  sharp  shooter  in  the  civil  war  and  he  ran  away  from  home  and  enlisted  in  Goshen  by  misre¬ 
presenting  his  age  and  was  in  service  for  two  years.  He  never  got  his  sharpshooter  gun  for  some  reason.  They  said  during  the 
civil  war  you  could  pay  people  to  go  to  war  for  you  if  you  wanted  to  and  could  find  someone  to  go  in  your  place. 

Jacob  Morris  had  his  wife  whose  name  I  don’t  remember  and  one  son  by  the  name  of  Will  Morris.  The  wife  gave  him  ab¬ 
solutely  no  peace  until  he  enlisted  and  went  to  war.  He  was  very  much  a  home  lover  and  lived  just  to  be  at  home  more  than  anything 
else.  Finally  he  could  endure  the  pressure  from  his  wife  no  longer  and  went  and  enlisted.  He  died  in  the  Army  of  homesickness. 

I  don't  swear  so  1  can't  give  a  description  of  Jacob  Morris's  wife.  The  son  Will  lived  most  of  his  life  around  Wakarusa  and  finally 
married  a  Julia  Pletcher.  They  adopted  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Brady  Martin  and  he  married  a  Leah  Culp.  I  was  a  pall  bearer  on 
Leah's  funeral. 

On  March  23,  1902  1  married  Lola  Charlotte  Mishler  the  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Laura  Mishler  who  lived  in  Wakarusa.  Mrs. 
Mishler,  my  mother  in  law,  was  a  sister  in  law  of  Bill  Shuper  and  my  wife  has  a  sister  Flossie  Penny.  My  wife  recalls  that  in  1890 
she  had  a  little  sister  Mable  Lorraine  that  died  and  Henry  Culp  took  care  of  that  Funeral. 

In  1932  our  house  burned  and  we  lost  all  our  records  including  our  marriage  certificate.  We  had  five  children  as  following 
making  the 

4th  GENERATION 

Bemita  was  bom  in  1903  and  married  Elmer  Metzler  (parents  of  Dale  Metzler)  in  approximately  1921.  They  have  (Elmers)  four 
children. 

Ford  was  bom  in  1904  and  died  by  Schrapnel  wounds  received  in  Okinawa  in  1942  and  is  buried  in  North  Liberty.  He  has  five  boys 
and  two  girls.  His  widow  is  Pauline. 

Nadine  born  in  1905  and  died  in  1929. 

Beryl  bom  in  1906  and  has  5  children  and  lives  in  Mishawaka  married  to  Hugh  Stanton 
Robert  bom  in  1916  and  has  2  children  and  lives  in  Idaho  married  to  Mary  Kate  Drake 

A  story  which  I  can  neverforget  is  one  which  my  grandparents  brought  with  them  from  Ohio  concerning  the  Crow  family  -- 
Betty  and  Molly  Crow  were  out  picking  wild  berrys  and  the  Indians  came  by  and  killed  Molly  with  a  tommyhawk  and  scalped  her. 

There  was  a  white  man  with  the  Indian  band  and  he  wanted  Betty  to  go  with  him  and  she  said  she  would  rather  die  than  go  with  him 
and  then  they  hit  her  and  scalped  her  but  later  she  regained  consciousness  and  remembered  that  her  brother  Ike  was  out  turkey 
hunting  and  she  thought  if  she  would  scratch  the  ground  and  leaves  with  a  tree  branch  that  perhaps  her  brother  might  hear  it  and 
think  it  would  be  a  turkey  and  come  looking.  The  brother  Ike  heard  it  and  went  from  tree  to  tree  stalking  the  turkey  and  looking 
and  looking  and  finally  he  seen  her  arm  with  the  branch  and  then  he  ran  for  her  and  picked  her  up  and  carried  her  to  their  cabin. 

Then  with  a  neighbor  he  went  back  and  got  Mollys  body. 

A  year  or  so  later  Betty  married  and  had  her  own  log  cabin  and  her  brother  Ike  who  was  a  six  footer  and  a  neighbor  man 
were  at  her  cabin  and  someone  knocked  at  the  door  and  Elizabeth  opened  the  door  and  it  was  two  Indians  and  one  white  man  and  they 
wanted  something  to  eat,  she  gave  them  corn  bread  and  venison  and  when  they  left  Betty  told  her  brother  that  the  white  man  was  the 
white  man  that  was  with  the  Indians  that  killed  her  sister.  Ike  and  the  neighbor  waited  a  little  and  said  that  they  thought  that  they 
were  going  out  to  shoot  a  turkey  and  then  they  came  back  in  a  little  while  carrying  their  own  two  rifles  and  three  more  and  Betty  ask¬ 
ed  where  they  got  the  other  rifles  and  they  said  that  they  met  the  two  Indians  and  one  white  man  in  the  woods  and  they  were  tired  of 
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carrying  their  guns  so  they  took  them.  Hut  what  really  happened  w  they  killed  the  Indians  and  the  white  man.  This  was  told  to  me 
by  my  fattier.  Later  on  one  day  they  were  having  a  "log  roiling"  (tills  is  where  the  white  men  got  a  lot  of  logs  together  and  burned 
them  so  that  they  could  farm  the  land)  and  an  Indian  came  along  and  was  watching  the  men  with  the  log  rolling  and  then  the  Indian 
started  telling  how  he  helped  kill  2  white  girls  and  laughed  and  laughed  hew  they  trembled  before  they  died.  The  thing  that  made  this 
so  funny  to  the  Indians  was  that  their  training  taught  them  never  to  show  any  emotion  even  if  they  knew  that  someone  was  going  to  cut 
off  their  heads.  Of  course  the  Indian  didn't  know  that  one  of  the  Log  Rollers  was  Ike  Crow  who  was  a  brother  of  the  girls.  Ike  imme 
diately  picked  up  a  hand  spike  and  smashed  the  Indians  head  on  the  spot.  This  was  in  the  morning  and  at  dinner  time  the  women  had 
combread  and  venison  for  die  dinner  and  called  for  dinner  and  all  the  young  men  all  ran  up  and  took  the  first  seats  at  the  split  log 
tables.  Ike  came  up  and  took  each  one  of  them  by  the  hair  and  arm  and  tossed  them  back  and  told  them  to  have  respect  for  the  old 
men  and  let  them  eat  first. 

I  still  remember  that  one  day  we  had  the  Morris  family  reunion  at  Uncle  Jake  Ehrets  and  I  won  the  first  prize  for  shooting 
that  day  and  I  still  have  a  shooting  trap  like  the  one  we  used  that  day. 

The  following  happened  on  the  Merv  Eby  farm  four  miles  north  of  Wakarusa.  Fred  Morris  (grandfather  Isaac’s  brother)  got 
up  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  upon  returning  to  bed  told  his  wife  that  those  alive  in  the  morning  will  see  one  of  the  coldest  days 
we've  ever  had.  He  got  into  bed.  put  his  arm  around  his  wife  and  died  instantly.  The  next  morning  was  as  cold  as  he  predicted. 
(Olive  cwp.) 

Today  we  placed  in  a  cement  base  at  the  Olive  Cemetery  a  Stone  in  memory  of  My  Grandparents  Isaac  Morris  and  Elizabeth 
Sailors  Morris.  Grandpa  Isaac  died  in  1883  and  Grandma  Elizabeth  died  in  1882.  Both  are  buried  a  little  west  and  then  north  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  F.  Ehret.  Mrs.  Jacob  F.  Ehret  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth. 

On  Elizabeth's  Old  Sandstone  marker  was  the  following. 

Farewell  my  husband  and  children  all 
from  you  a  mother  Christ  doth  call 
Mourn  not  for  me.  tis  in  vain 
to  call  me  to  your  sight  again. 

On  Isaac's  old  sandstone  marker  the  same  verse  but  mother  is  changed  to  Father. 

1  also  found  that  my  three  little  sisters  were  buried  just  north  of  Uncle  Jacob  Ehret's  grave. 

Present  today  were  Merril  Weaver  a  monument  dealer,  myself  and  Bob  Ehret.  On  Monday  morning  die  20th  the  same  group 
were  together  along  with  Otto  Ehret  who  now  lives  on  the  old  farm  that  Isaac  first  owned  when  hecameto  Indiana.  Ona  Ehret  Essig  (a 
Great  Grandaughter)  and  her  Husband  Frank.  My  son  in  law  Mr.  Elmer  Metzler,  Bob  Ehret's  (a  great  great  grandson)  wife  and  their 
children  Sammy  and  N’ita  and  Jerry  who  are  great  great  groat  grandchildren.  This  Monday  we  picked  the  place  for  this  marked  but 
had  to  wait  until  Thursday  to  set  it  as  there  was  a  correction  to  be  made  on  the  stone.  The  stone  we  placed  has  their  names,  dates 
and  the  lettering  "One  of  the  first  settlers  of  Olive  twp.  Grandma  Elizabeth  was  a  sister  of  Martin  Sailors  who  according  to  a  1874 
Elkhart  County  Atlas  was  the  first  settler  of  Olive  Twp .  Following  the  selection  of  the  place  to  put  the  marker  Bob,  Otto  and  myself 
went  to  the  farm  where  Bob  and  his  family  live.  Otto  brought  along  the  abstract  of  the  farm  showing  where  the  Morris  family  had 
owned  it.  I  had  previously  given  Bob  a  picture  of  both  of  my  grandparents  and  he  had  Phil  Freed  (son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Freed 
and  great  grandson  of  Jacob  F.  Si  Mary  Morris  Ehret)  make  a  copy  of  them.  The  copies  turned  out  very  good  considering  the  ori¬ 
ginals  were  the  old  tin  type  and  were  taken  in  1861.  Bob  returned  the  originals  to  me  today.  While  at  the  Ehret  farm.  Bob  showed 
usarold  tool  chest  that  his  Aunt  Anna  Ehret  (widow  of  Ansel  Ehret)  gave  him  with  the  stipulation  that  her  two  sons  can  have  first 
chance  to  any  of  the  tools  and  Bofc  may  keep  the  remainder.  Along  with  this  was  an  old  grain  cradle.  I  well  remember  seeing  this 
old  tool  chest  upstairs  where  uncle  Jake  made  Ins  coffins  however  in  those  days  it  was  in  excellent  shape.  I  hope  that  the  tools 
will  be  restored  to  their  original  shape.  Bob  showed  us  a  new  funeral  car  that  he  is  working  on  now  and  hopes  to  have  it  finished 
to  show  at  the  National  Funeral  Directors  convention  in  Washington  in  October  1962 

At  the  time  of  the  Wakarusa  fire  we  were  living  east  of  Wakarusa  and  I  remember  I  heard  a  bell  ringing  a  lot  and  went  out¬ 
side  and  seen  the  smoke  rolling  up  and  I  ran  back  into  the  house  and  told  the  folks  that  the  whole  town  was  burning  up.  We  went 
down  town  right  away  and  Walter  Buzzard's  (Mrs.  Buzzard  was  the  former  Ann  Ehret,  Daughter  of  Jake)  lived  one  half  block  east  of 
the  square  on  the  south  side  and  the  first  place  east  of  the  alley.  All  of  their  things  were  carried  out  in  the  street  and  I  can  still 
remember  her  saying,  "Just  look,  all  this  work  and  moving  all  the  furniture  and  the  house  didn't  even  burn.  "  I  hadn't  thought  about 
this  for  a  long  time  but  now  it  seems  to  me  that  Uncle  Jakes  lived  in  this  house  prior  to  the  time  that  Walter  Buzzards  lived  there. 

Another  episode  of  the  Betty  &  Molly  crow  story  that  I  liad  told  before  was  that  one  day  Betty's  husband  was  working  away 
from  the  cabin  and  upon  returning  in  the  evening  Betty  told  him  that  there  was  a  turkey  calling  all  afternoon  from  a  certain  place. 

Her  husband  acknowledged  the  fact  and  they  went  to  bed  and  he  said  he  would  take  care  of  it  in  the  morning.  He  immediately  knew 
that  a  turkey  wouldn't  just  stay  in  one  place  and  call.  So  very  early  the  next  morning  he  got  up  and  took  his  gun  and  went  outside 
very  quietly  and  watched  in  the  direction  that  Betty  said  she  heard  the  turkey  and  soon  he  seen  the  Indians  form  and  he  shot  the 
Indian  and  got  his  rifle  and  returned  to  the  house.  Probably  he  found  out  that  a  person  he  thought  he  had  killed  and  scalpedl  was 
still  living  and  had  to  clear  his  honor  or  it  might  have  been  a  relative  of  the  Indian  that  Betty's  brother  Ike  had  killed  at  the  log  roll¬ 
ing  and  he  was  going  to  even  up  a  score.  No  one  will  ever  know. 

Today  Bob  and  Bob's  children  and  1  went  to  the  Hubbard  Hill  Museum  to  look  at  two  old  horse  drawn  hearses  that  are  there 
but  1  don't  remember  or  recall  just  how  the  ones  Uncle  Jake  had  looked,  however  I  do  recall  very  clearly  that  die  old  plain  one  he 
had  was  kept  for  the  conservative  people  as  they  wouldn't  ride  in  the  newer  one  as  it  was  consideredtoo fancy . 

1  should  add  here  that  Sarah  is  actually  buried  on  the  north  of  the  new  stone  and  Isaac  is  buried  on  the  south  side.  We  didn't 
know  this  when  the  stone  was  ordered  and  the  new  stone  shows  the  reverse  of  what  it  actually  is. 

Bert  A.  Morris 

Stephen  Morris  on  page  1109  Si  10  of  the  1881  Chapman  writes  of  his  parents  Isaac  &  Elizabeth  (Sailor)  Morris 

Isaac  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  tins  county,  having  located  here  in  1832.  He  was  bom  in  Vir.  (?)  Feb.  7.  1803.  In 
1806  he  and  his  parents  moved  to  Monroe  County.  O.  .  thence  here.  He.  like  many  other  pioneer  boys,  had  a  very  limited  education. 
He  was  married  Sept.  25.  1825  to  Elizabeth  Sailor  and  they  have  10  children. 


. 


' 


ELSIE  (FISHER),  GRACE  (FISHER),  NELSON  ELMER,  HOMER,  OSCAR,  LLOYD 

RUBY  (MATTERN),  HAZEL  (JANSON),  HENRY,  ETHEL  ANNA,  NORA  (SAWYER),  GRACE  (SUMMERS),  JACOB 
NO  PICTURE  AVAILABLE  OF  DAUGHTER  JOSEPHINE 


WHO  DIED  ACCIDENTALLY  AT  AGE  OF  Z  i/Z  (SEE  REVERSE  OF  OCT.  1963,  FOR  HENRY  LETHERMAN  FAMILY  HISTORY) 
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copied  from  page  97  of  above  book  owned  by  Ivan  Nunamaker  of  Wakarusa.  Indiana.  (Page  97  deals  with  Olive  Twp) 
As  follows: 


HISTORY  OF  OLIVE  TOWNSHIP 

Martin  Sayler  was  the  first  settler  in  this  township,  locating  on  section  2  in  1834.  The  same  year  came  Jacob  Sayler  and 
some  others.  Some  say  there  were  still  earlier  settlers,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  secure  their  names,  and  it  is  somewhat  doubt¬ 
ful.  Frederick  Morris  came  at  an  early  day  and  settled  on  section  12,  Moses  Sayler  on  Section  11.  During  the  year  of  1835,  Samuel 
and  Levi  Martin  arrived  and  built  cabins,  but  stayed  only  a  short  time  and  left.  Next  came  Isaac  Morris  and  settled  on  section  14, 
Cornelius  Terwillager,  who  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace,  on  Section  10,  and  James  Dodge  took  up  land  on  section  1,  in  the  year 
1839.  The  township  was  organized  about  the  fall  of  1837.  The  first  school-house  was  built  on  section  11  in  1838  or  1839.  The  first 
election  was  held  at  this  school-house  on  section  11  about  the  year  1839.  There  were  only  twelve  votes  cast,  that  being  the  number 
of  voters  m  the  township  at  that  time.  The  first  marriage  that  occured  in  this  township  was  William  Sayler  and  Fanny  Rush,  and  the 
first  birth  was  that  of  a  child  of  Martin  Sayler,  which  was  burned  to  death,  this  being  also  the  first  death  among  the  settlers  in  the 
township.  The  child  was  but  six  or  eight  months  old.  When  the  first  settlerscamein,  this  township  was  heavily  timbered,  and  the 
echo  of  the  woodman's  axe  and  the  crash  of  falling  trees  was  the  Music  of  the  early  pioneers.  The  soil  is  quite  fertile,  and  produces, 
abundantly  wheat,  com,  oats  and  potatoes.  Fruit  is  now  very  plentiful.  It  is  well  watered 

VILLAGE  OF  WAKARUSA 

The  principal  trading  point  in  the  township  is  Wakarusa.  It  is  situated  in  the  southern  part,  and  has  a  dozen  business 
houses  of  different  kinds.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  rich  county  and  contains  a  public  school,  four  or  five  churches  and  a  hotel. 
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of 
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Chicago  New  York 
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Copied  from  pages  636,37,634,35.  &  638  on  CORNELIUS  MORRIS  as  follows: 

A  resident  of  Elkhart  county  for  the  greater  part  of  sixty  years,  a  successful  man  of  affairs,  eminently  public  spirited  as  a 
citizen,  and  universally  honored  for  his  probity  of  character  and  true  worth,  Mr.  Cornelius  Morris  needs  no  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume.  He  was  bom  in  the  county,  December  9,  1845  and  with  the  basic  industry  of  agriculture  he  has  identified 
his  efforts  for  many  years,  so  that  few  men  in  Olive  township  stand  on  a  higher  plane  of  general  regard  and  exercise  more  influence 
than  Mr.  Morris. 

Mr.  Morris  was  the  ninth  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  whose  parents  were  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Sailor) 
Morris.  There  was  a  unique  order  of  succession  in  the  births  of  these  children,  the  sons  and  daughters  coming  by  pairs,  viz. .  the 
first  two  bom  were  sons,  then  two  daughters,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  and  the  last  two  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  slx  living  chil¬ 
dren  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  a  widow,  a  resident  of  Starke  county:  Moses,  who  is  married  and  is  a  farmer  in  St.  Joseph  county; 
Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  Michale  Snyder,  of  Marshall  county,  Indiana;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Jacob  F.  Ehret  a  farmer  of  Olive  Township; 
Cornelius,  who  is  next;  Rachael  M. ,  wife  of  Frederick  cothron,  of  Olive  Township. 

Isaac  Morris,  the  father  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio  in  1803.  and  died  in  1884,  was  reared  and  married  in  his 
native  county,  receiving  his  education  in  the  primitive  schools  of  the  time,  and  after  a  year  spent  in  eastern  Indiana  came  to  Elkhart 
county  in  1835,  where  he  placed  his  habitation  among  the  red  men  and  became  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  western  part  of  the 
county.  It  was  in  Baugo  township  that  he  first  established  his  home,  at  a  time  when  the  now  prosperous  city  of  Elkliart  contained  only 
a  few  log  houses  and  when  there  were  very  few  highways  from  one  part  of  the  county  to  another.  After  living  a  year  on  his  eighty- 
acre  timber  puchase  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Olive  township,  where,  in  addition  to  his  purchase  of  forty  acres,  he  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  from  the  government,  in  sections  18,  14  and  23,  receiving  parchment  deeds  that  are  still  in  existence.  The  log  cabin 
that  the  father  built  there  was  some  time  later  the  birthplace  of  Cornelius,  Isaac  Morris,  with  five  other  men,  held  the  first  election 
after  the  organization  of  Olive  Township.  The  balloting  was  carried  on  in  the  Morris  cabin,  Isaac's  wife  holding  the  ballot  box, 
which  was  nothing  less  than  an  old  fashioned  blue  porcelain  sugar  bowl,  and  this  vessel  is  carefully  treasured  in  thehomeof  Cornelius 
Morris,  where  the  writer  has  seen  and  handled  it.  Isaac  Morris  was  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  at  that  memorable  first  election  in 
Olive  township  there  was  only  one  Whig  vote  cast.  In  religion  the  father  was  a  dunkard,  and  the  mother  a  Methodist.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  in  1805  and  died  in  1881,  and  was  reared  in  Ohio.  The  Morris  family  is  of  English  and  Scotch 
Origin. 


Mr.  Morris  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  this  county  and  from  early  youth  hasknownall  the  practical  phases  of  farm  life.  He  attended 
school  in  a  log  cabin  in  the  southwest  comer  of  section  13.  the  building  was  sixteen  by  twenty  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  clapboard 
rqof,  heated  by  a  fireplace,  the  window  sixteen  inches  high  and  eight  feet  long  and  made  by  removing  one  log  from  the  side  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  He  has  written  with  a  goose  quill  pen,  made  by  the  master,  and  his  text  books  were  the  Elementary  spelling  book,  Ray's  arith¬ 
metic  and  McGuffey's  readers.  The  school  was  supported  three  months  each  year  by  subscription. 

Mr.  Morris  is  one  of  those  whose  names  appear  in  the  military  history  of  Elkliart  county.  He  enlisted  November  15,  1863 
in  Company  E,  One  hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Infanty,  which  rendezvoused  at  Kendallville.  His  captain  was  S.  B. 

Me  Guire,  and  the  regiment  was  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  the  command  of  W.  T.  Sherman.  Mr.  Morris  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Resaca  and  was  almost  constantly  under  rebel  fire  from  May  8  to  September  1,  1864  during  the  Atlanta  Campaign. 

On  August  6,  while  on  the  western  side  of  Atlanta,  he  was  struck  in  the  left  leg  by  a  spent  ball,  and  still  bears  the  scar  of  that  sound. 

He  was  in  the  Ohio  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  before  the  "march  to 
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the  sea,"  this  division  was  sent  back  to  engage  Hood's  army  in  Tei  ssee.  Under  General  Thomas  it  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Frank¬ 
lin  and  the  still  more  sanguinary  two  days'  battle  at  Nashville.  Mr.  Morris's  regiment  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Raleigh.  North 
Carolina,  when  the  news  of  Lees's  surrender  came,  followed  shortly  after  by  the  tidings  °f  Lincoln's  assassination.  At  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  he  received  his  final  discharge  on  August  29,  18  65  and  then  returned  home  to  resume  the  morc  peaceful  vocations  of 
life.  Having  saved  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  during  his  army  service,  he  made  this  the  capital  for  his  start  in  life.  The  first 
few  years  of  his  independent  career  were  spent  as  a  renter  on  his  father's  farm. 

November  19,  1872,  Mr.  Morris  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Smyser,  and  of  the  six  children  that  have  been  born  to  them  three 
are  now  living,  namely,  B.  A.  who  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  St.  Joseph  county  and  is  now  a  barber  in  Syracuse,  Indiana; 
he  married  Miss  Lola  Mishler,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Bemeda  and  Ford.  The  son  Cornelius,  who  was  educated  in  the  St. 
Joseph  County  schools  and  at  a  business  college  in  South  Bend,  is  a  stenographer  in  the  employ  of  the  Northwestern  Nursery  at  Eau 
Claire,  Michigan.  Eddie,  the  youngest  is  in  the  fifth  grade  of  the  public  schools.  The  three  deceased  children  were  all  girls.  Mrs. 
Morris  was  born  in  Ohio.  September  5,  1853,  but  reared  in  St.  Joseph  county  this  state,  being  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  Smyser,  who 
recently  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  over  eighty  years.  His  life  is  thus  commemorated  by  the  press:  "Cornelius  Smyser,  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  St.  Joseph  county,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Henry  Ernsperger,  of  near  Springbrook 
park.  Had  he  lived  until  December  he  would  have  been  eighty-five  years  old.  Mr.  Smyser  was  a  grand  old  man,  and  while  alive  was 
an  example  to  those  about  him  for  goodness,  honesty,  patience,  sobriety  and  for  his  religious  experience.  Since  early  boyhood  he 
had  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  took  a  great  interest  in  religious  affairs.  A  great  reader  of  the 
daily  newspapers  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  current  affairs  of  the  day  and  was  always  willing  to  be  interviewed  by  representatives  of 
the  press  and  often  assisted  reporters  with  data  at  his  command.  He  told  many  interesting  stories  relative  to  the  early  political 
history  of  this  county.  He  was  a  lifelong,  stanch  Republican  and  took  great  interest  in  his  party  and  always  insisted  on  voting,  no 
matter  what  state  of  his  health.  In  the  last  presidential  campaign  he  was  too  weak  to  go  alone  to  the  polls  in  South  Bend.  J.  M. 
Studebaker,  of  that  city,  a  great  friend  of  Mr.  Smyser  since  youth,  came  to  Mishawaka  and  conveyed  Mr.  Smyser  to  the  polls  in  his 
private  carriage,  that  he  might  cast  his  vote  for  Theodore  Roosevelt.  He  was  born  in  Adams  county,  near  Pine  Town,  Pennsylvania, 
Dec.  20,  1820.  In  1839  he  went  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  August  21,  1845,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Eliza  Davis  in  Carthagena, 
Ohio.  Their  married  life  was  singularly  happy.  In  1853  they  came  to  Mishawaka  and  engaged  in  farming.  For  thirty  years  they 
resided  on  the  C.  G.  Towle  farm,  south  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Smyser  died  Sept.  11,  1891,  since  which  time  Mr.  Smyser  has  lived  a 
retired  life,  making  his  home  among  his  children,  principally  with  Mrs.  Ernsperger.  He  leaves  five  daughter,  Mrs.  Ernsperger 
of  near  Springbrook;  Mrs.  Charles  Doolittle,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Meixel,  of  Mishawaka;  Mrs.  Edward  Shank  of  River  Park;  Mrs. 
Cornelius  Morris,  of  Wakarusa,  Indiana;  two  sons,  Albert  Smyser  and  Alonzo  Smyser  of  Richmond,  Indiana;  three  brothers,  Philip 
Smyser.  of  Independence,  Iowa;  Frank  Smyser,  Portland,  Oregon,  Henry  Smyser  of  Horton,  Kansas;  one  sister.  Mrs.  Hanna  Davis, 
of  Hart  Michigan;  thirteen  grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  lived  in  St.  Joseph  county  eleven  years.  The  first  land  he  purchased  was  ten  acres,  which  he  paid  for 
with  the  money  he  had  saved  while  in  the  ranks.  He  then  puchased  thirty  acres  in  section  13  of  Olive  township,  aiid  shortly  afterward 
forty  acres  in  section  14,  all  this  land  being  part  of  the  old  Morris  Homestead.  After  selling  this  land  he  rented  five  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  in  St.  Joseph  county  and  for  nine  years  carried  on  stockraising  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  then  bought  his  present  farm 
of  eighty  acres  and  has  resided  thereon  ever  since.  He  has  made  a  success  of  his  life  work,  lives  independently,  enjoys  the  freedom 
of  country'  life,  and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  rugged  manhood  which  characterized  the  truly  successful  American  farmer.  A  lover 
of  sport,  he  often  participates  in  hunting  excursions  that  take  him  to  the  heart  of  nature  and  refresh  him  in  mind  and  body  for  the 
more  serious  tasks  of  life. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  for  Grant  he  has  always  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Custer  Post  No.  232,  G.A.R.  at  Wakarusa,  and  has  been  commander  and  adjutant  and  at  the  present  time  is  senior  vice 
Commander.  The  old  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  has  the  honor  of  having  held  the  first  reunion,  and  the  annual  meeting 
in  1905  will  be  the  thiry-eighth.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Columbia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  are  members  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  church  at  Wakarusa.  Mr.  Morris  and  wife  held  a  family  reunion  Aug.  3,  1905  at  their  country  home  and  we  add  a  clipping  from 
the  Citizen: 

"We  went  to  press  too  early  last  week  to  give  particulars  of  the  Morris  family  reunion  which  was  held  at  the  Cornelius  Morris 
home  last  Thursday-  There  were  125  members  present  and  the  day  was  passed  in  visiting,  recitations,  etc.  Rev.  Parker,  who  was 
present,  gave  an  address.  The  threatened  rain  just  at  noon  drove  those  at  the  first  table  into  the  house,  but  the  weather  cleared  and 
the  outdoor  tables  were  used  for  the  remainder  to  eat  upon. 

"The  society  decided  to  hold  the  next  reunion  at  one  of  the  neighb  iring  parks  and  a  committee,  composed  of  C.  O  Ehret. 
George  Renner  and  Ernest  Beebee.  was  appointed  to  decide  on  the  location. 

"Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follows;  President.  PhilipBeMiller;  Vice  President.  Mrs.  Chas.  Miller; 
Treasurer.  Jno.  C.  Myers;  Secretary,  L.  L.  Kilmer;  Corresponding  Secretaries.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Lehman  and  Mrs .  L.L.  Kilmer. 

TheMorrisfamily  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  history  of  Elkhart  county  and  their  ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  in 
Olive  township.  They  take  a  deep  interest  in  each  other's  welfare,  and  in  their  annual  reunions.  They  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of 
their  family  record." 

On  June  4th  I  was  visiting  my  Aunt  Ona  Ehret  Essig  and  she  told  me  that  it  was  customary  during  the  publishing  of  these 
County  Books  that  they  would  give  the  person  a  write  up  only  if  they  promised  to  purchase  or  did  purchase  one  of  the  books. 

Aunt  Ona  and  Uncle  Frank  Essig  have  a  1881  7  Chapman  history  of  Elkhart  County  as  well  as  the  1874  Historical  Atlas  of 
Elkhart  County  published  by  Higgens  Belden  &  Co.  of  Chicago. 

CORNELIUS  O.  EHRET  On  Feb.  28,  1885  Dad  married  Nancy  Yoder  a  daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  H.  Yoder.  Mrs.  Yoder 
was  the  former  Mary  Shaum  The  first  two  years  Dad  worked  as  a  carpenter1,  following  his  marriage  and  then  he  moved  to  the  farm 
3/4th  of  a  mile  south  of  the  Baptist  church  which  was  located  west  of  Jimtown.  Dad  farmed  120  acres.  First  he  purchased  the  first 
40  acres  where  the  buildings  are  on.  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  Then  he  acquired  the  40  acres  across  the  road  which  belonged  to 
his  father-in-law  (John  Yoder)  and  which  Nancy  inherited.  Then  he  purchased  the  back  40  west  of  the  buildings  from  Alvin  Christophel. 

He  was  trustee  of  Baugo  Twp.  from  1904  to  1908  and  he  was  also  on  the  advisory  board.  He  also  sold  commercial  Fertilizer 
to  the  farmers  but  when  the  Elkhart  County  farm  bureau  was  formed,  he  quit  selling  fert.  so  as  not  to  compete  with  the  farm  bureau, 
which  organization  he  was  backing  100%.  He  was  a  member  and  overseer  of  the  Maple  Ridge  grange  which  was  located  just  south  of 
our  farm  on  the  corner  in  the  old  Kilmer  schoolhouse.  He  retired  from  Farming  in  1929  and  then  Otto  took  over  the  farm.  In  May 
of  1899  Nancy  Yoder  Ehret  died  and  then  on  March  1.  1901.  he  married  the  former  Martha  Hartman.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Anna  Weldy  Hartman.  There  were  4  children  of  the  last  marriage.  Lewis.  Otto.  Leonard  &  Welda.  Martha  Hartman  Ehret  died 
Jan.  20.  1929.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were  Ansel.  Joseph. (deceased  at  age  of  two  years)  Russel.  Howard,  Dwight  & 

Ona.  During  Aug.  of  1937  Dad  suffered  a  stroke  and  during  the  fall  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Essig  (Ona 
Ehret)  in  Elkhart  where  he  passed  away  June  5,  1944.  Several  years  before  he  took  sick  he  was  baptised  in  the  Elkhart  Valley 
Brethren  Church  and  then  joined  the  Methodist  church  of  Jimtown  from  which  his  funeral  was  conducted  with  Rev.  Vernon  Officiating. 
Burial  was  at  the  Olive  cemetery.  He  was  one  of  the  first  organizers  of  the  Elk  Co.  Co-Op.  He  was  the  first  person  to  make  a  de¬ 
posit  in  the  Exchange  State  Bank  of  Wakarusa  when  it  was  opened.  The  house  on  the  farm  burned  in  1938  and  then  in  1939  the  farm 
home  was  sold  to  Uri  Luse.  When  the  farm  home  burned  a  lot  of  things  were  lost,  however.  Ona  Ehret  Essig  got  the  desk  that  was 
last  used  by  Jacob  F.  Ehret  which  contained  the  Civil  war  diary,  the  bridge  book  and  the  1869  account  book.  Dad  had  given  the  bor- 
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ing  machine  to  one  of  his  grandchildren  when  he  was  still  living  or._  .e  farm  and  several  items  of  the  tool  chest  are  held  by  different 
ones  of  the  children.  Around  the  time  of  the  fire  Ansel  got  the  old  Tool  Chest  of  Jakes  with  most  of  the  tools  along  with  a  old  grain 
cradle  which  we  think  belonged  to  Nancy's  father  and  also  an  old  farming  mill  that  was  Yoders. 

Ona  Ehret  Essig.  Welda  Ehret  Squibb.  Leonard.  Lewis.  Otto  Ehret,  Jan  1.  1963  at  the  C.  O.  Ehret  Family  reunion  at 
Willowdalcpark  in  Elkhart. 

I.  Ona  Ehret  Essig.  the  youngest  daughter  of  Cornelius  Ehret  recall  very  clearly  hearing  my  father  speak  many  times  if 
working  with  his  father  Jacob  F.  Ehret  in  the  undertaking  business.  He  told  that  he  quit  working  on  funerals  at  the  time  he  married 
my  mother  Nancy  Yoder  as  she  said  if  he  didn't  quit  working  in  the  funeral  business  that  she  would  be  the  first  person  that  he  would 
have  to  bury.  They  married  Feb.  28.  1885. 

So  when  Dad  passed  away  in  June  of  1944.  1  called  Cal  Lienhart  to  take  care  of  the  funeral  as  he  was  in  the  family,  married 
to  a  niece  of  my  father.  (Jessiedaughter  of  John  &  Minerva  Ehret  Myers). 


Ona  Ehret  Essig 

There  is  no  better  example  of  the  families  loyalty  to  the  family  undertakers  than  in  the  Cornelius  O.  Ehret  family. 

Nancy  Yoder  Ehret  the  first  wife  of  Cornelius  who  died  May  13.  1899  was  buried  by  Jacob  F.  Ehret.  Undertaker. 

Martha  Hartman  Ehret  the  second  wife  of  Cornelius  who  died  was  buried  by  Anthony  B.  Yoder.  Undertaker. 

Cornelius  O.  Ehret  who  died  June  6,  1944  was  buried  by  Cal  Lienhart.  Undertaker. 

HENRY  LETHERMAN  A  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Elkhart  County.  Mr.  Letherman  has  here 
maintained  his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth  to  the  present  and  he  has  won  substantial  success  and  prestige  as  one  of  the  progressive 
agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  his  native  county,  with  secure  status  as  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen  who  is  worthy  of  the 
unequivocal  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  He  well  improved  homestead  farm  is  eligibly  situated  in  section  35  Olive  Township,  and  he 
is  the  owner  also  of  valuable  farm  property  in  St.  Joseph  County.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a  member  was  founded  in  Elkhart  County 
more  than  sixty  years  ago  and  the  name  which  he  bears  has  been  closely  and  effectively  linked  with  the  development  and  progress  of 
this  favored  section  of  the  Hoosier  State. 

In  Olive  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  Letherman  was  born  on  the  8th  of  December,  1861.  His  father.  Isaac  Letherman.  was 
a  native  of  Bucks  County.  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  October  21.  1827,  he  having  been  a  lad  of  seven  years  at  the  time  of  the 
family  immigration  to  Ohio,  the  journey  through  the  pioneer  wilds  having  been  made  with  teams  and  wagons,  by  means  of  which  were 
transported  all  of  the  family  effects,  and  wayside  camps  having  been  established  by  the  parents  while  en  route,  for  the  cooking  of 
food  and  for  sleeping  by  night,  several  weeks  having  been  required  to  make  the  long  and  arduous  trip.  The  father  of  Isaac  Lether- 
man  obtained  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Wayne  County.  Ohio,  where  he  improved  a  productive  farm  and  where  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Isaac  Letherman  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the  discipline  of  the  pioneer  farm  in  Wayne  C  >unty  and  the  somewhat  primitive 
schools  of  the  locality  afforded  him  his  early  educational  training.  His  marriage  was  solemnized  in  Wayne  County,  and  there  he  con¬ 
tinued  Ins  residence  until  1853.  when  he  removed  to  Indiana  and  settled  in  Olive  Township.  Elkhart  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  section  35.  the  only  improvements  on  the  place  having  been  a  log  cabin  and  ten  acres  if  cleared  land.  Wild  game  was 
most  plentiful,  including  deer,  wild  turkeys,  etc.  .  and  through  this  source  the  family  larder  was  often  replenished.  With  character¬ 
istic  energy'  Mr.  Letherman  devoted  himself  to  the  reclamation  of  his  land,  and  he  eventually  brought  the  greater  part  of  the  same 
under  effective  cultivation,  besides  which  increasing  prosperity  was  indicated  likewise  by  the  excellent  buildings  which  he  erected 
on  the  homestead.  This  sterling  pioneer  passed  the  closing  period  of  his  life  in  generous  retirement,  in  the  Village  of  Wakarusa. 
where  he  died  on  the  18th  of  November,  1910.  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  secure  in  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew 
him.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Shaum,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1831.  Her  father,  John 
Shaum,  was  born  in  Northampton  County.  Pennsylvania,  on  the  25th  of  September.  1797.  and  was  a  son  of  Johannes  Shaum.  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Germany  and  who  left  the  parental  home  when  a  lad  of  sixteen  years  and  showed  his  youthful  courage  and  ambition 
by  immigrating  to  America.  He  had  no  money  with  which  to  pay  his  passage  on  the  old-time  sailing  vessel,  and  thus  after  his  arrival 
in  America  he  was  indentured,  or  "bound  out,"  in  accordance  with  his  previous  agreement,  until  he  had  earned  the  money  with  which 
to  repay  for  his  passage.  He  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Northampton  County.  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  in  1812.  his  re¬ 
mains  resting  in  the  pioneer  cemetery  at  Bangor,  that  county. 

John  Shaum,  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in  Northampton  County  and  as  a  young  man  he  left 
the  old  Keystone  State  and  set  forth  for  what  was  then  considered  the  Far  West.  He  made  his  way  on  foot  to  Ohio,  thence  went  over 
into  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  but  he  eventually  returned  to  Ohio  and  thence  made  his  way  back  to  the  old  home  in  Pennsylvania.,  after 
having  walked  a  distance  of  more  than  1,000  miles.  While  in  Ohio  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Wayne  County,  and  in  1830  he  es¬ 
tablished  his  home  on  this  embryonic  farm,  his  family  accompanying  him  and  the  journey  being  made  with  team  and  wagon.  In 
Chester  Township,  that  county,  near  the  locality  locally  known  as  "Eight  Square,"  he  developed  a  good  farm,  upon  whiim  he  erected 
a  substantial  brick  house,  this  domicile  having  continued  as  his  abiding  place  until  his  death,  his  old  homestead  being  known  to  the 

present  day  as  the  "Grandfather  Farm."  He  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Mennonite  Church  in  1830,  and  later  was  made  a  bishop 
of  this  denomination,  in  the  service  of  which  he  labored  with  all  of  consecreated  zeal  and  devotion,  his  death  having  occurred  on  the 
8th  of  December.  1882.  On  the  19th  of  October.  1817,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Rev.  John  Shaum  to  Miss  Sarah  Buzzard,  who 
was  birn  December  3.  1798.  a  daughter  of  George  and  Rachel  Buzzard,  and  whose  death  occurred  September  6,  1878.  Mrs.  Rachel 
(Shaum)  Letherman.  mother  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  article,  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest  on  the  6th  of  May.  1889.  b  >th 
she  and  her  husband  having  been  earnest  Christian  folk  who  commanded  the  high  regard  of  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  their 
kindly  influence.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  whose  names  arc  here  indicated  in  respective  order  of  birth:  Sarah 
Ann.  Esther.  Benjamin  Franklin.  Samantha,  Annis,  Henry  L.  Irving  J. ,  Harvey.  Lewis.  Maggie  and  Dora. 

Henry  L.  Letherman  early  learned  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  home  farm  the  valuable  lessons  of  consecutive  industry, 
and  in  the  meanwhile  he  attended  the  local  schools  whenever  opportunity  presented.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  initiated  his 
career  as  an  independent  farmer,  and  after  having  conducted  his  operations  on  rented  land  for  a  period  of  two  years  he  engaged  in 
the  butchering  business  for  a  meat  market  at  Elkhart.  After  two  years  of  activity  along  this  line  he  opened  a  meat  market  in  the 
Village  of  Wakarusa,  but  after  conducting  the  same  one  year  he  resumed  his  association  with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  purchased 
a  farm  in  Locke  Township,  and  two  years  later  he  sold  this  property,  preparatory  to  assuming  charge  of  his  father's  old  homestead 
farm,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  continued  to  give  his  attention  until  1908,  when  he  purchased  his  present  well  improved  farm  in 
section  35,  Olive  Township,  one  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  Wakarusa.  where  he  has  since  continued  to  maintain  definite  pre¬ 
cedence  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  his  native  county.  This  homestead  farm  com¬ 
prises  eighty  acres,  and  in  addition  to  the  same  he  is  the  owner  of  the  excellent  farm  of  180  acres  that  is  under  the  supervision  of 
his  only  son.  and  in  the  same  Township  of  Madison,  that  county,  he  owns  another  tract,  of  twenty  acres.  Mr.  Letherman  has  achieved 
independence  and  prosperity  through  his  own  ability  and  well  ordered  endeavors,  and  is  one  of  the  upright  and  representative  citizens 
to  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  accord  recognition  in  this  publication,  both  he  and  his  wife  being  zealous  member  of  the  Mennonite  Church, 
as  was  also  his  first  wife,  and  his  political  allegiance  being  given  to  the  republican  party. 
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(Paragraph  concerning  Minerva  Eliret  already  copied  in  wru.  up  on  Elias  and  Jacob  Ehret) 

On  the  1st  of  June.  1905.  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Letherman  to  Mrs.  Annie  (Smeltzer)  Lehman,  widow  of  Jacob 
Lehman,  who  was  a  prosperiou  farmer  of  Olive  Township  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  whose  father  Jesse  Lehman,  was  one  of  the 
sterling  pi  neers  of  Elkhart  County.  Mrs.  Letherman  has  six  children  by  her  first  marriage,  namely:  Lloyd.  Oscar,  Homer, 
Elmer.  Gr  >-e  and  Nora.  Lloyd  married  Miss  Zola  Truex  and  they  have  two  children  -  Donald  and  Gerald.  Homer  married  Miss 
Grace  Frederick,  and  they  have  one  child.  Russell.  Mrs.  Letherman  was  born  and  reared  in  Olive  Township,  this  county,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Yader)  Smeltzer.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  Michael  and  Susan  (Rhodes)  Smeltzer.  wh  >  were  early 
settlers  m  Ashland  C  >uniy.  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  reside  on  their  homestead  farm  until  their  death.  Henry  Smeltzer  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  old  Buckeye  State  and  in  1842  he  came  with  Ins  young  wife  to  Elkhart  County.  Indiana,  and  became  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  m  Olive  Township,  where  he  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  where  his  death  occurred  when  he  was 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  His  venerable  widow  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1914,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Jacob.  Samuel.  Annie.  David.  Solomon.  Aaron  and  Ella. 

A  TWENTIETH  CENTURY  HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD  OF  ELKHART  COUNTY.  INDIANA 

ANTHONY  DEAHL 
OF  THE  ELKHART  COUNTY  BAR 
EDITOR 

The  Lewis  Publishing  Company.  1905 
Copied  from  page  409  and  410  on  Anthony  13.  Yoder 

A.  B.  YODER  Junior  member  of  the  well  known  and  prosperous  hardware  and  furniture  firm  of  Yoder  Brothers  at  Wakarusa 
is  possessed  of  like  enterprise  and  business  ability  with  that  which  has  made  the  name  of  Yoder  conspicuous  in  business  and  civic 
affairs  in  this  county.  Geniality  and  courtesy  form  a  very  valuable  stock  -  in  trade  for  one  who  enters  a  mercantile  career,  and  it 
is  to  these  qualities  that  Mr.  Yoder  ascribes  much  of  his  success,  although  they  alone  would  not  have  been  enough  had  lie  not  also 
used  perseverance  and  boundless  industry  in  getting  started. 

Mr.  Yoder,  who  was  born  in  Olive  township,  this  county.  March  2,  1870,  and  who  has  been  identified  with  the  county  by  prac 
tically  a  lifelong  residence,  was  the  seventh  child  in  the  family  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Bixler)  Yoder.  Educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  Wakarusa  high  school,  he  spent  all  of  the  first  twenty-  one  years  of  his  life  in  this  county,  and  in  1891  went  to 
Whiteside  County.  Illinois  where  he  spent  two  years  farming  and  one  year  as  a  po6t  office  employee.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  returned 
to  Wakarusa.  and  since  then  has  been  identified,  in  increasing  prominence,  with  the  business  affairs  of  this  thriving  town.  Accept¬ 
ing  a  place  in  the  general  store  of  Adam  Domer  at  the  wages  of  twelve  dollars  a  month,  by  integrity  and  diligence  he  was  not  long 
in  advancing  to  a  position  of  independent  effort.  Mr.  Yoder  is  one  of  the  men  of  present-day  prosperous  circumstances  who  at  the 
beginning  of  their  careers;  found  it  worth  their  while  to  accept  any  work  which  would  afford  an  honest  livelihood,  relying  upon  in¬ 
dividual  ability  and  hard  work  and  experience  to  raise  them  from  lower  to  higher  places  of  responsibility.  After  remaining  with  Mr. 
Domer  until  1895  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  store  of  the  Yoder  Brothers  going  in  debt  for  the  major  part  of  his  stock,  but  in 
the  subsequent  ten  years  he  has  not  only  lifted  every  incumbrance  of  financial  nature  but  has  extended  and  broadened  the  scope  of 
the  business  until  the  firm  of  Yoder  Brothers  is  one  of  the  foremost  of  its  kind  in  Elkhart  County. 

Mr.  Yoder  married  Miss  Clara  Ehret.  September  18,  1895.  and  one  daughter  and  one  infant  son  have  been  born  to  them,  the 
daughter  being  Joy  Oma,  who  is  in  the  first  grade  of  school.  Mrs.  Yoder  was  born  in  Olive  township,  this  county.  January  7.  1871, 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  F.  and  Mary  (Morris)  Ehret  who  are  still  living,  being  pioneer  settlers  in  this  county.  The  Morris  family  is 
noted  elsewhere  in  this  work  as  having  been  identified  prominently  with  early  Elkhartian  history,  the  first  election  following  the 
organization  of  Olive  township  being  held  at  the  Morris  home  and  the  Ballot  box  being  the  sugar  bowl  in  daily  use  at  that  home.  Mrs. 
Yoder  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yoder  have  a  pretty  cottage  home  on  Hanover  street  and 
their  hospitality  and  social  worth  make  them  prominent  factors  in  the  social  life  and  activities  of  the  town.  They  are  members  of 
the  Mennonite  church,  he  being  a  trustee  and  steward  in  the  Wakarusa  society.  He  is  also  one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  the 
Prohibition  party  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  his  position  on  matters  affecting  the  civic  and  moral  welfare  of  his  community  is 
well  known  to  all. 

Newspaper  clipping  of  1939  -  FUNERAL  DIRECTOR  AT  WAKARUSA  RETIRES 

Anthony  B.  Yoder,  funeral  director  in  Wakarusa  for  nearly  40  years,  today  announced  that  he  had  discontinued  his  business 
and  sold  his  equipment.  Mr.  Yoder  was  born  March  2,  1870  at  Wakarusa.  In  1S95  in  partnership  with  his  two  brothers,  Nicolas 
and  Abe,  he  entered  the  hardware  and  furniture  business  at  Wakarusa.  In  1899.  Abe  Yoder  sold  out  to  the  other  two,  who  in  that 
year  also  began  their  Undertaking  business.  In  1927  the  hardware  and  furniture  business  was  sold,  Nicolas  retiring,  and  Anthony 
B.  Yoder  had  continued  the  undertaking  business  from  that  time  until  now. 

Clara  Ehret  Yoder  died  Thursday  morning  June  24,  1943  at  her  home  in  Wakarusa  after  a  three  month  sickness. 

Anthony  B.  Yoder  died  at  the  Epworth  hospital  at  South  Bend  July  19.  1943  at  the  age  of  73  years.  Mr.  Yoder  was  a  member 
of  the  General  conference  of  the  Mennonite  Brethren  in  Christ  church  for  27  years,  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  executive  board  for 
the  past  19  years.  The  Bethel  Publishing  Co.  on  the  South  Main  Street,  Elkhart,  was  under  the  supervision  of  his  committee.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  church  for  43  years,  and  served  as  treasurer  for  the  Indiana  and  Ohio  conferences  from  1935  until  1942.  He 
also  served  as  a  camp  ground  trustee  since  the  purchase  of  the  grounds  in  1922.  acting  as  treasurer  until  a  year  ago.  Funeral 
services  will  be  conducted  at  the  Wakarusa  Mennonite  Brethren  in  Christ  Church  at  2:30  Thursday.  The  Revs.  Kenneth  Geiger  and 
WH  Moore,  pastors  of  the  Wakarusa  church  will  be  in  charge.  Burial  will  be  in  the  Olive  Cemetery.  -  The  Elkhart  Truth  Obit. 

notice. 

Clara  and  Ant  Yoder  I  have  a  tureen  (a  deep  table  vessel  for  soup  or  gravey  that  is  from  the  1st  set  of  dishes  owned  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  Ehret  who  were  married  Jan.  1,  1862.  My  fatiier  Anthony  B.  Yoder  bought  the  dish  at  the  Jacob  Ehret  sale  in  1907 
for  $1 1  and  Albert  Ehret  was  the  other  bidder.  (In  this  dish  is  a  cookie  baked  by  Mrs.  Jake  Ehret  just  a  few  days  before  her  death 
on  June  22.  1907  1  received  the  cookie  from  my  mother's  (Clara  Eliret  Yoder)  things  after  her  death  24  June  1943. 

Joy  Yoder  Freed 

SOPHIA  EHRET  RENNER  was  married  to  George  Renner  and  I  was  at  Uncle  Jakes  the  day  of  the  wedding.  Sophia  put  on  her 
dress  (wedding  dress)  and  Uncle  Jake's  mother  who  was  living  with  them  really  raised  a  fuss  as  she  thought  the  dress  was  cut  too 
low.  To  keep  peace  before  they  left  the  house  Sophia  put  on  a  Scarf  or  something  to  raise  the  neckline.  The  old  lady  was  German 
and  spoke  such  broken  English  that  I  couldn't  understand  her. 


Bert  A.  Morris 

My  father  George  A.  Renner  was  born  in  1866  and  died  in  1941.  He  was  married  to  Sophia  E.  Ehret  on  August  15,  1893  by 
Rev.  Sam  Schwalm  at  his  home.  The  Rev.  changed  clothes  when  die  folks  got  there  but  hunted  all  over  the  house  and  could  find  only 
one  of  his  Sunday  shoes  so  the  ceremony  was  performed  with  the  minister  wearing  only  one  shoe. 
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The  folks  started  housekeeping  at  Osceola,  Indiana  and  a  da^-iter  was  born  in  1895  who  died  in  infancy.  Merl  E.  was  born 
on  May  17.  1898,  (he  passed  away  the  15th  of  Sept.  1948);  George  C.  was  born  In  1900,  (he  passed  away  in  1921);  and  I  Porter  was 
bom  Jan.  27,  1905;  Another  daughter  was  born  in  1909  who  died  in  infancy;GoodsellH.  was  born  March  1.  1912. 

Dad  worked  as  a  carpenter  and  they  lived  in  Osceola  from  the  time  they  were  married  in  1893  until  1905  at  which  time  they 
moved  near  to  Jimtown.  They  lived  near  Jimtown  until  1910.  During  1910  they  moved  back  to  the  Wakarusa  vicinity  where  they 
lived  until  1926.  They  moved  to  Elkhart,  Ind.  in  1926  and  Mom  died  there  in  1927. 

1  believe  the  above  dates  are  almost  correct  but  I'm  not  exactly  sure. 

Porter  Renner 


AMOSC.  LEHMAN  A  representative  of  those  important  mercantile  interests  which  form  an  integral  part  of  the  material 
prosperity  and  resources  of  the  town  of  Wakarusa.  Mr.  A.  C  Lehman  is  a  young  business  man  who,  a  native  of  another  state,  has 
in  recent  years  transferred  his  energy  and  ability  to  the  excellent  field  of  commercial  enterprise  presented  by  Wakarusa,  and  here 
has  built  up  one  of  the  foremost  mercantile  establishments  to  be  found  in  western  Elkhart  county.  The  "Busy  store"  is  a  first  -  class 
emporium  which  attracts  the  best  class  of  customers  from  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  and  in  its  genial  proprietor,  up-to-date 
methods  of  conducting  such  a  store,  and  the  uniform  excellence  of  the  goods  offered  for  sale  the  public  has  expressed  its  satisfaction 
and  appreciation  by  affording  a  large  share  of  its  trade. 

Mr.  Lehman  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  Illinois,  March  26.  1873.  being  the  sixth  in  the  large  family  of  seventeen  children, 
nine  sons  and  eight  daughters,  bom  to  Peter  Y.  and  Lydia  A.  (Good)  Lehman.  Thirteen  of  the  children  are  living,  as  follows:  David 
G. .  who  is  married  and  is  a  well  known  auctioneer  residing  at  Goshen;  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  L.  Blougii.  a  farmer  of  Marshall  county; 
Isaac  G. ,  who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  medicine  at  Elkhart;  Noah  A. ,  married  and  in  the  furniture  and  under¬ 
taking  business  at  Nappanee;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Harrison  Miller,  a  farmer  of  Concord  township;  Amos  C.;  Susie,  a  resident  of  Goshen; 

Peter  G. .  for  the  past  six  years  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  where  he  is  a  barber;  Reuben,  a  salesman  at  Nappanee;  Rlioda,  of 
Goshen;  Alpheus.  in  his  brother's  store  in  Wakarusa;  Luella,  and  Harrison,  at  home. 

The  father,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  is  a  minister  and  bishop  of  the  Mennonite  church,  and  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
this  county,  where  he  has  resided  since  1873.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  mind,  of  noble  and  unselfish  ideals,  interested  from  a  practical 
standpoint  in  the  humanizing  influences  which  make  mankind  better,  and  has  given  much  of  his  time  and  effort  toward  promotin  the 
cause  of  temperance.  His  wife,  a  native  of  this  state,  is  still  living. 

Being  but  a  child  when  die  family  came  to  Elkhart  county,  Mr.  Amos  C.  Lehman  was  reared  to  manhood  in  this  county,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  became  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Wakarusa. 

He  possessed  seven  dollars  and  a  half  at  the  beginning,  and  his  salary  was  six  dollars  a  month  and  board.  His  employer  was 
William  Maurer,  the  general  merchant,  to  whose  w'ise  directions  and  kindly  consideration  Mr.  Lehman  attributes  much  of  his  subsequent 
success.  He  remained  with  this  merchant  five  years,  his  salary  having  been  advanced  several  times  in  the  meanwhile,  and  in  1897 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  on  his  own  account  at  South  Bend.  After  several  months'  successful  experience  there  he  returned  to 
Wakarusa  and  went  into  the  buggy  and  bicycle  business,  which  he  continued  two  years.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  period  he  purchased 
die  interests  of  William  Yarian,  of  the  firm  of  Freed  and  Yarian.  general  merchants,  and  in  January,  1904,  bought  the  entire  control 
of  the  business.  Since  then  he  has  conducted  one  of  the  best  stores  in  town,  carrying  a  full  line  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  shoes,  men’s 
furnishings,  notions,  groceries,  and,  having  long  since  acquired  the  full  confidence  of  the  trading  public,  has  extended  his  business 
so  that  the  annual  sales  will  now  foot  up  to  forty  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Such  an  extensive  trade  makes  it  possible  for  him  to  change 
his  stock  entirely  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  and  thus  his  customers  are  certain  of  getting  fresh  and  modern  lines  of  goods  at  his 
establishment,  which  is  well  named  the  "Busy  Store".  Another  business  aphorism  which  he  thoroughly  believes  in  and  practices  is 
'  Goods  well  bought  are  half  sold. "  and  to  the  application  of  this  principle  of  judicious  wholesale  buying  he  attributes  much  of  his 
large  trade  .  He  now  employs  six  persons  in  the  store,  which  of  itself  speaks  much  for  the  extent  of  his  concern.  Although  a  man  of 
native  modesty,  as  to  matters  concerning  his  personal  success,  it  must  afford  him  as  well  as  his  friends  much  gratification  to  con¬ 
trast  his  present  situation  with  his  lot  in  1892,  when  he  began  as  a  clerk  at  six  dollars  a  month.  And  such  steady  and  substantial 
progress  could  only  result  from  the  integrity  of  Character  and  persistent  industry  and  strict  attention  to  business. 

June  4,  1896,  Mr.  Lehman  married  Miss  Bertha  Ehret  and  two  sons  have  been  born  to  them,  Joyce,  age  three,  and  Theodore. 
Mrs.  Lehman  was  born  in  Elkhart  county,  September  16,  1874,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Morris)  Ehret,  and  received  a  common 
school  education.  She  and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Wakarusa.  They  have  a  comfortable  and 
pretty  cottage  home  on  Elkhart  street,  and  its  interior  and  exterior  show  the  taste  and  refinement  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lehman. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  casting  his  first  vote  for  McKinley,  he  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  party  affairs  and  has  been  selected 
as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions. 

1905  Deahl's  History  of  Elkhart  County. 

Dad  never  retired,  he  kept  active  in  the  Lehman  Veal  &  Poultry  Business  in  Wakarusa  until  his  death  in  June  of  1943.  The 
last  year  of  his  life  he  ran  the  business  by  a  phone  located  at  the  side  of  his  bed.  Mother  died  April  18,  1957. 

Augusta  Lehman  Cocanower 

FRED  EHRET  was  born  October  19,  1876  at  the  Ehret  farm  2  miles  north  of  Wakarusa  and  west.  He  attended  school  in  the 
Wakarusa  community  and  took  summer  work  and  started  teaching  school  and  was  teaching  at  the  Mitchell  school  when  he  married 
my  mother  Cornelia  Farber  on  Nov.  24.  1897  .  They  were  married  by  Rev.  Schwalm  at  his  residence.  Dad  was  in  the  meat  market 
business  with  Tom  Elliott  for  a  while  and  also  worked  with  John  Hoover  as  a  Carpenter.  In  1905  he  started  carrying  mail  until  he 
was  retired  at  the  age  of  58  because  of  consoladation  of  the  routes.  Then  he  sold  insurance  and  cars  until  his  death  June  3,  1955  at 
the  home  in  Wakarusa.  Following  the  folks  marriage  they  lived  across  the  street  from  the  Methodist  church  in  Wakarusa  and  then 
in  1903  they  built  the  present  home  in  Wakarusa.  At  present  Mother  is  living  with  us  here  in  Goshen  at  422  S.  5th  St.  Dad  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Wakarusa  and  was  buried  from  that  church  with  internment  in  the  Olive  Cemetery.  Dad  told 
that  he  helped  his  father  with  the  undertaking  work  prior  to  his  marriage  to  mothei  and  he  always  told  how  Father  Ehret  told  that  in 
the  Civil  war  they  pronounced  the  name  of  Ehret  with  the  accent  on  the  et"  at  roll  c  all.  The  folks  had  3  items  that  belonged  to 
father  and  mother  Ehret.  a  lamp  that  Mother  gave  to  me  and  a  chair  that  belonged  to  Jake  and  a  dress  that  was  used  by  Mary 
Morris  Ehret. 


Faye  Ehret  Kalb 

And  as  commonly  told  regarding  an  incident  in  the  life  of  Grandpa  Jake  Ehret  was  when  Mr.  Ehret  had  a  body  to  care  for  and 
took  his  son  Fred  along  to  the  house.  The  embalming  was  then  done  at  the  home  of  the  deceased.  No  electric  lights  were  available 
then  and  Fred  held  the  kerosene  lamp  while  his  father  was  working.  While  moving  the  body  a  sound  came  from  the  throat  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  story,  Fred  went  pale  and  almost  dropped  the  lamp. 


David  A.  Yoder 


JOYCE  THEODORE 

AUGUSTA  (MRS.  GLEN  COCANOWER)  ARTHUR 


AMOS 

BERTHA 


B1RTHA  (BERTHA)  EHRET  (AMOS  LEHMAN  FAMILY) 

(SEE  REVERSE  OF  DECEMBER  1963  FOR  AMOS  LEHMAN  FAMILY  HISTORY) 
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ANN  AND  WALTER  BUZZARD  First  of  all  1  think  I  sould  ^  art  off  by  telling  that  it  always  seemed  to  me  that  no  matter 
what  happened  around  Father  Ehrets  place,  that  it  was  always  Ann  (my  wife)  who  was  the  right  hand  person  on  hand  to  help  out. 

This  would  go  for  house  cleaning  especially  during  the  latter  years,  picking  berries  and  after  the  boy's  left  it  was  Ann  who 
would  get  the  horses  harnessed  up  and  wash  the  hearse  for  Father  Ehret  for  the  funerals. 

The  one  thing  that  Ann  never  mentioned  she  did  was  drive  the  hearse  with  Father  Ehret  for  the  funerals. 

Prior  to  the  Wakarusa  fire  Ed  Licnhart  purchased  the  Jacob  F.  Ehret  Undertaking  business  thru  Abe  Bauer  and  a  Mr.  Hummel 
who  acted  as  Agents  for  Ed. 

It  should  be  added  here  that  it  was  normal  that  Ed  Lienhart  used  Bauer  and  Rommel  to  purchase  the  Jake  Ehret  undertaking 
business  for  the  following  reasons  -  First  Lienhart  learned  the  undertaking  business  from  Hen  Culp  who  was  a  competitor  of  Jake 
Ehret  and  Second  Jake  Ehret  alone  look  charge  of  almost  half  of  the  adult  funerals  in  Wakarusa  while  Ed  Lienhart  &  Weaver  with 
the  help  of  Hen  Culp  ran  just  a  little  over  half  for  the  year  of  1896. 

When  the  Wakarusa  fire  occured  the  fall  of  1899  1  believe,  we  were  living  just  east  of  the  square  one  half  a  block  on  the  south 
side.  We  moved  everything  out  of  the  house  on  the  street.  We  were  fortunate  that  the  house  didn't  burn  and  we  just  returned  the  things 
to  the  house. 

Later  when  we  were  living  two  blocks  east  of  the  square  from  Wakarusa  there  was  a  neighbor  girl  who  was  sick  with  the 
scarlet  rase,  we  thought  it  was  at  the  time.  Clive  went  to  play  with  her  and  later  it  turned  out  that  the  girl  had  scarlet  fever. 

Clive  took  sick  first,  then  Ann  got  sick  and  then  I  got  sick.  Ann  died  suddenly  and  Father  Ehret  and  Ant  Yoder  took  her  immediately 
to  the  Olive  cemetery  and  selected  the  lot  after  they  got  there  with  the  casket.  Ann  died  March  4,  1902. 

Immediately  Clive  and  1  went  to  Father  Ehrets  and  we  were  quaranteened  there.  Clive  lived  with  Father  Ehrets  off  and  on 
from  2-1/2  until  the  6th  year  and  the  first  year  of  schooling  she  had  Ancel  Ehret  for  a  teacher.  He  also  stayed  at  Father  Ehrets  dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  going  home  with  his  folks  only  on  week  ends.  Mother  Ehret  had  a  very  neat  garden  by  the  lane  leading  to  the  house 
It  had  choice  strawbeeries  ir.  it.  However,  it  was  understood  that  the  garden  was  off  limits  for  the  grandchildren. 

Speaking  of  funerals  makes  me  remember,  that  when  I  was  younger  I  used  to  haul  rough  boxes  to  the  cemeteries  for  old  Henry 
J  Culp  just  so  I  could  get  some  extra  pm  money. 

Ann  told  me  many  times  that  Father  Ehret  was  so  good  natured  that  if  someone  hit  him  on  one  cheek,  he  would  just  turn  the 
other  cheek. 

Clive  and  I  are  living  here  at  our  home  located  at  140  Victoria  St.  .  South  Bend. 

At  the  time  I  married  Ann.  my  Father  owned  the  John  W.  Buzzard  lumber  business  in  Wakarusa.  I  was  working  for  him. 

Following  Ann's  death  I  moved  to  South  Bend  and  worked  at  first  m  the  lumber  business.  About  5  years  after  Ann  died,  I 
remarried  and  then  Clive  came  to  South  Bend  and  lived  with  us.  My  second  wife  died  Dec.  16,  1949.  the  morning  after  my  birthday. 

1  also  worked  at  Studebakers  and  since  the  depression  I  have  worked  at  several  different  jobs. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  for  50-1/2  years  and  received  my  50  year  pin  in  June  of  1962.  I  was  pre¬ 
siding  officer  of  South  Bend  Lodge  *29. 

My  Grandfather  John  Buzzard  was  a  Mennonitc  and  helped  build  the  original  Yellow  Creek  Mennonite  Church  south  of  the  Four 
Corners.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  hammered  out  his  own  horse  shoe  nails.  He  did  blacksmith  wirk.  keeping  the  pioneers  in  tools 
for  clearing  their  land. 


Walter  Buzzard 

Ann  Ehret  --  One  time  Ann  was  washing  on  a  hand  washing  machine  and  Albert  kept  teasing  her  and  teasing  her.  finally  Ann 
got  sore  and  took  out  a  wet  sheet  and  took  out  after  Albert  and  myself.  I  jumped  on  top  of  a  fence  ready  to  keep  going  and  Albert 
headed  towards  a  gate  and  then  it  wouldn't  open.  Ann  clobbered  him  on  the  back  with  a  wet  sheet  and  I  laughed  and  laughed.  She 
said.  '  You  better  be  careful  or  I  ll  get  you  next. 


Bert  A.  Morris. 

ALBERT  EHRET  1  received  a  visit  from  Robert  and  Elta  Ehret  and  they  told  me  that  they  were  interested  in  working  up 
some  information  on  the  Undertaking  business  that  the  Ehrets  were  engaged  in.  First  of  all  he  read  me  what  Cal  Lienhart  had  given 
to  him  and  the  Adam  Doiner  who  talked  Ed  Lienhart  into  going  into  the  furniture  business  was  Mrs  Fred  Ehret  s  stepfather 

I  remember  Father  and  Mother  Ehret  very  well  (Jacob  &i  Mary).  I  also  remember  very  well  the  mother  of  Jacob  Ehret  She 
spoke  a  very  broken  English. 

Clara  Ehret  who  married  Anthony  Yoder  was  always  rather  a  mother  to  the  entire  family. 

Prior  to  the  turn  of  the  century  I  was  dating  Albert  Ehret  and  1  remember  that  on  many  occasions  when  we  would  bo  on  a  date 
that  he  would  have  to  leave  and  go  and  help  father  Ehret  on  a  case.  There  were  several  of  us  couples  that  were  always  dating  together 
and  1  would  have  one  of  them  take  me  home  on  the  times  that  he  was  called  out. 

1  always  called  my  husband  (whose  real  name  was  Albert)  A.C.  and  will  speak  of  him  as  such  from  now  on. 

Prior  to  the  time  of  our  marriage  which  was  in  1901.  Father  Ehret  sold  out  his  undertaking  business  to  Ed  Lienhart.  My 
mother  passed  away  on  N  iv.  29.  1899  which  was  after  Father  Ehret  sold  out  so  we  had  Ed  Lienhart  take  care  of  her  funeral. 

1  well  remember  that  AC  and  Fred  who  were  the  younger  children  were  always  playing  jokes  on  each  other.  They  would  lade 
in  the  hearse  or  in  the  caskets  and  when  the  'ther  one  would  go  by.  w  >uld  jump  up  and  scare  the  .  tiler. 

Father  Ehret  always  got  Ills  embalming  fluid  in  crock  jugs  and  these  were  kept  outside  in  the  barnyard  and  one  day  some  of  the 
grandchildren  came  down  from  Wakarusa  and  upset  the  embalming  jug  and  spilt  the  embalming  fluid  and  there  were  baby  turkeys  and 
the  ones  that  drank  the  fluid  just  up  and  died. 

AC  and  1  planned  on  opening  a  funeral  home  in  Indiana  Harbor  around  1905  or  06  as  there  was  only  one  undertaker  there  and 
there  was  a  demand  for  another  firm.  We  had  the  plans  made  for  our  new  funeral  home.  We  had  moved  to  Indiana  Harbor  in  the 
first  place  because  of  A.C's  railroading.  Inland  steel  was  having  many  burned  cases  from  the  mills  and  there  was  a  tremendous 
future  there.  A.C.  was  going  to  stop  Railroading  and  go  back  into  the  Funeral  business  but  there  were  so  many  foreigners  to  flee 
in  Indiana  Harbor  that  I  didn't  like  it  and  then  AC  decided  to  keep  on  Railroading. 
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I  was  very  surprised  to  see  some  of  the  records  of  Father  ret  funerals,  as  1  didn't  think  that  any  of  these  were  in  existance. 

A.C.  kept  up  his  Indiana  Embalmers  Lie.  until  his  death  in  1946  auu  ne  was  buried  by  Marvin  Haas  Funeral  Home  at  Olive 
Cemetery  just  north  of  Wakarusa  where  his  father  and  grandfather  are  buried. 

I  still  have  many  things  that  belonged  to  Father  and  Mother  Ehret.  Of  those  things  are  a  little  stone  Bible  that  he  carved  out 
of  stone  while  he  was  in  theCivil  Warand  a  little  cradle  that  he  made  for  dolls. 


I  also  have  a  boyonet  and  a  book  from  the  Civil  War  that  Father  Ehret  brough  back. 

I  sure  enjoyed  listening  at  nights  to  father  Ehret  tell  stories  of  the  war.  One  story  I  remember  is  that  the  negro  mammies 
would  gather  coffee  grounds  after  the  soldiers  and  resell  the  grounds  to  other  people. 

I  remember  that  father  Ehret  lost  money  on  building  a  church  and  he  had  a  big  controversy  with  the  trustees  of  the  church. 

Mother  Ehret  was  supposed  to  come  to  Indiana  Harbor  on  a  Saturday  for  a  few  days  and  then  we  received  a  telegram  that 
Mother  Ehret  died  very  suddenly.  We  went  right  to  Wakarusa  and  when  Father  Ehret  saw  A.C.  he  just  cried  and  cried. 

Mother  Ehret  would  always  keep  one  ham  for  us  when  we  took  vacations  and  the  ham  would  be  kept  upstairs  under  the  bed  and 
covered  with  ashes  and  wrapped  in  paper. 

I  looked  and  found  the  picture  that  Albert  had  taken  when  he  got  his  embalmers  license  of  Indiana  and  this  picture  should  be 
used  on  the  page  of  Jacob  F.  Ehret  &  Sons  Undertakers. 


Albert  Ehret  --  AC  belonged  to  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Hammond  for  many  years  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Ins 
of  the  lodge.  He  retired  front  the  masonic  order  when  he  was  made  elder  of  the  Prcbysterian  Church  of  Hammond, 
deaconess  of  the  church  at  the  age  of  21  and  remained  active  until  I  moved  here  to  the  gardens  permanently  in  1946 


oi  me  insurance  loepartme 
I  was  made  a 


AC  was  the  first  person  to  organize  a  Mail  route  in  Wakarusa.  Prior  to  this  time  everyone  had  to  go  to  the  post  office  to  pick 
up  the  mail.  When  we  left  Wakarusa  he  sold  the  route  to  one  Solly  Dell  and  afterwards  Fred  Ehret  (AC's  brother)  took  over  the  route 

Albert  Ehret  --  AC  was  paymaster  at  the  Roundhouse  in  Elkhart  and  working  there  he  seen  there  was  more  future  being  a 
fireman  and  an  engineer.  He  applied  for  a  firemans  job  and  got  it.  After  taking  a  test  he  was  promoted  to  engineer  and  was  one  of 
the  top  four  men  selected  from  the  engineers  to  help  build  the  Indiana  Harbor  Belt  RR  between  Chicago  and  Danville.  Ill.  AC  outlived 
the  other  3  men. 


I  have  a  dish  in  storage  that  AC  purchased  at  Father  Ehrets  sale,  which  took  place  shortly  after  Mother  Ehret  (Mary  Morris 
Ehret)  passed  away.  The  only  other  bidder  was  Ant  Yoder  and  they  had  a  lot  of  fun  running  this  dish  up  to  $21.  which  was  a  lot  of 
money  in  those  days. 


For  22  years  he  was  the  Sec'y  treasure  of  the  Engineers  Lodge  #682  of  Hammond.  (Indiana  Harbor  Belt  and  Lake  Shore  Rail 
Road).  When  the  Indiana  Harbor  Belt  RR  was  on  strike,  the  president  of  the  Railroad  appointed  secretly  AC.  mediator  to  settle  dis¬ 
putes  between  Labor  and  Management.  He  wrote  a  lot  of  articles  for  different  magazines  on  labor  problems.  AC  retired  before 
reaching  the  age  of  65  due  to  illnesss. 


Fern  was  our  only  child  and  was  born  in  Wakarusa.  Right  after  her  birth  we  moved  to  Elkhart.  At  the  age  of  4  she  passed 
away  of  Sarcoma  of  the  cheek.  Many  people  at  that  time  had  never  heard  of  this  disease  in  children  of  this  age.  The  last  picture 
we  had  taken  of  Fern  was  taken  in  the  fall  and  it  was  a  side  view,  because  of  her  illness.  She  passed  away  the  same  winter. 

Most  of  the  times  when  we  went  to  Wakarusa  we  would  always  stop  in  at  the  Olive  Cemetery.  My  mother  was  the  first  lady 
buried  in  the  New  Cemetery  at  the  side  door  (south)  of  the  Olive  Church.  When  we  would  stop  at  the  cemetery  then  AC  and  I  would 
usually  walk  over  to  the  East  side  where  AC's  family  were  buried  and  as  he  would  walk  around  he  would  say.  "we  buried  this  person, 
and  this  row  of  children  were  buried  by  us  when  they  all  died  of  scarlet  fever." 

The  first  hearse  I  remember  of  Father  using  was  a  very  strange  looking  affair,  it  was  very  flat  looking  and  had  little  oval 
windows  and  had  black  curtains  in  it.  At  the  time  father  Ehret  sold  out  to  Lienharts  he  had  a  modern  horse  drawn  hearse,  for  that 
time.  I  also  remember  towards  the  last  that  father  Ehret  would  buy  ready  made  coffins. 


Sadie  Stauffer  Ehret 

Daughter  in  law  of  Jacob  F .  Ehret 

Widow  of  Albert  C.  Ehret 

Sadie  says  that  anyone  listening  to  Maud  Truex  knows  how  Mary  Morris  Ehret  talked.  She  says  that  Maud  sounds  exactly 
the  same  as  Mary. 

Albert  Ehret  --  One  day  my  mother  and  1  were  down  to  Uncle  Jake's  and  Aunt  Mary's  and  Albert  Ehret  had  an  old  greasy  and 
dirty  hat  that  he  was  wearing  and  he  put  some  whang  in  it  so  it  would  fit  and  he  was  wearing  it  in  the  house.  All  of  a  sudden  Aunt 
Mary  popped  the  hat  off  his  head  and  popped  the  hat  into  the  stove.  Albert  cried  and  cried  so  much  that  Aunt  Mary  said,  "if  I  knew 
it  meant  so  much  to  him  I  never  would  have  done  it.  "  One  other  time  Albert  had  a  fox  tied  up  that  he  had  caught.  Two  of  Aunt  Mary's 
chickens  got  too  close  and  the  fox  killed  them.  Aunt  Mary  then  killed  the  fox  and  again  Albert  wailed  like  he  lost  his  best  friend. 

Bert  A.  Morris 

ALICE  (EHRET)  LETHERMAN 


My  mother  was  17  and  my  father  19  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  They  lived  first  in  Grandfather  Letherman's  first  home,  then 
shared  a  house  with  Uncle  Hen  and  Aunt  Minerva.  Afterwards  my  father  bought  80  acres  2  miles  south  and  2  miles  west.  Grandfather 
Letherman  then  sold  father  half  of  his  old  homestead  house  and  he  moved  it  over  to  the  80  acres  he  had  bought.  This  80  acres  was  mostly 
new  ground  and  he  had  to  clear  it  off  before  farming.  I  remember  the  back  section  which  was  new  ground  or  tree  stumps  which  had  to 
be  blasted  out. 

Mother  had  a  set  of  twins  (one  boy  and  one  girl)  that  lived  25  hours.  Ten  other  children  were  born  into  the  family. 

Mother  went  to  church  and  Sunday  school  at  the  Baugo  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  she  was  a  girl.  She  went  to  the  Ehret  school  beside 
the  church  for  her  schooling  and  she  got  a  citation  for  her  good  scholarship. 

Alice  was  born  in  Olive  Township,  Elkhart  County  on  January  11,  1869.  She  died  May  7,  1952. 

I  am  glad  I  can  remember  many  things  with  great  pleasure.  One  of  the  first  I  might  mention  is  when  my  father  hitched  up  our  team. 

Dase  and  Dan.  and  we  always  went  to  church.  After  church  we  sometimes  went  north  and  east  to  uncle  John  Myers  or  north  and  west 
to  grandpa  Ehret's.  I  loved  my  grandma's  garden  and  her  beautiful  flowers.  She  always  had  a  path  all  around  it.  I  picked  bouquets 
of  flowers  and  would  often  fall  asleep  on  grandpa's  lap  and  they  couldn't  pry  the  flowers  out  of  my  hands,  so  I  slept  with  them.  Grand- 
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ilia  tried  all  kinds  of  flowers  and  If  they  weren't  to  her  liking  she  tli  /  them  out.  I  also  remember  my  mother's  garden  and  her  tulips 
and  her  multiplying  onion  bed  (most  usually  side  of  the  tulips  and  just  across  the  fence  from  the  cherry  tree  and  windmill).  She  also 
had  a  bed  of  strawberries  (either  in  the  garden  or  truck  patch),  grapes  and  both  kinds  of  raspberries.  I  also  remember  Aunt  Vera's 
grapes  and  strawberries,  also  their  cherry  trees  around  the  front  door. 

Hallet.  Treva,  Ray,  Vera  andll  went  down  west  of  their  home  and  in  summer  we  took  off  our  shoes  and  would  wade  in  the  water  under 
the  bridge.  We  went  down  to  Aunt  Sophia's  house  to  see  all  of  the  folks  there  and  I  remember  them  coming  to  our  house,  also.  Aunt 
Sophia  and  Georgie  had  some  dimples.  Mearl  and  Georgie  came  to  our  house  often  in  the  summer  time.  One  time  that  Aunt  Sophia  and 
the  boys  came((my  mother  and  Vera  and  I)  we  went  down  to  see  my  mother's  uncle  Mike.  He  lived  north,  but  1  can't  tell  just  where.  I 
remember  Vera  and  Georgie  quarrelled  about  driving  the  horse.  Georgie  would  say,  "Mama  make  Vera  let  me  drive  now."  My  mother 
let  him.  It  was  our  horse;  we  had  left  their  horse  rest  as  they  had  quite  a  drive  in  the  evening. 

1  also  remember  when  my  mother  came  in  the  house  to  help  me  get  dressed  the  morning  when  grandma  died.  I  was  seven  years  old. 

She  said,  "We  can't  go  to  see  grandma  anymore."  I  remember  how  sad  I  was.  I  watched  Aunt  Clara  dress  grandpa's  face.  We  went 
back  there  after  the  funeral  of  their  first  little  boy.  1  must  have  been  sitting  on  the  little  rocking  chair  he  sat  on.  Grandma  kept  saying 
"Oh  Clara,  if  it  had  only  been  me."  Now  they  tell  me  when  we  devidedthe  pictures  at  Neva's  which  had  been  my  mother's,  I  should  have 
the  ones  of  grandpa  as  I  looked  so  much  like  him.  Shirley  also  saw  his  picture  at  Bethel  Publishing  Company  and  she  said  I  looked  like 
him. 

I  remember  too  with  great  pleasure  when  Dwight  Ehret  used  to  come  to  our  place.  Roscoe  and  I  were  at  home  then.  1  remember  Aunt 
Sophia  was  the  one,  when  the  first  Ehret  reunion  was  held,  to  have  it  called  the  Elias  Ehret  rather  than  the  Jacob  Ehret  family  reunion. 

1  thought  of  that  one  day  when  we  went  to  Olive  Cemetery  and  saw  that  Sophia  was  the  name  of  her  grandfather  Elias  Ehrct’s  wife.  1 
can't  remember  their  folks,  but  I  remember  my  mother  kept  house  for  her  grandmother  (Mary  Morris'  mother)  when  she  was  at  home, 
as  she  was  blind.  She  always  told  us  how  smooth  and  soft  her  skin  was.  She  also  sang  German  songs  her  grandmother  taught  them. 

I  can  remember  my  mother  rocking  my  younger  brothers.  Ward  and  Glen,  and  Neva.  She  sometimes  read  her  Bible  or  sang  holding  the 
Bible  or  song  book  in  one  hand  while  rocking. 

1  believe  the  most  precious  memory  of  my  mother  and  father  is  that  one  said  ,  or  asked,  the  blessing  one  meal  and  the  other  the  next. 
There  were  always  pleasant  memories  when  Uncle  Albert  and  Aunt  Sadie  came  from  Hammond,  and  Clive  Buzzard  played  in  the  play¬ 
house  with  Joy  and  we  other  girls.  1  think  of  so  many  other  things  ,  but  I  don't  want  to  get  them  mixed  with  the  folks  on  my  fathers  side 
of  the  family.  1  think  of  pleasant  times  we  had  at  Uncle  Cornelius's  house.  I  remember  Aunt  Martha,  but  I  never  knewor  saw  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  his  first  wife  Nancy.  My  father  told  us  she  was  a  cousen  of  his  on  the  Shaum  side.  I  was  too  young  to  remember  Aunt  Ann,  only 
others  have  told  me  I  reminded  them  of  her. 

1  also  recall  seeing  the  picture  of  Jacob's  mother  (Mrs.  Elias  Henning  Ehret).  but  do  not  recall  who  has  it  at  this  time.  It  does  seem  a 
shame  that  this  picture  could  not  have  been  included  in  this  calendar. 

Marie  (Letherman)  Smeltzer 

LOVINA  (EHRET)  MYERS 


Lovina  Ehret  Myers,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ehret,  was  born  near  Wakarusa  May  28,  1867.  She  married  John  Myers,  son  of 
Andrew  and  Hannah  Myers.  After  their  marriage  they  bought  land  and  built  a  home  in  Olive  Township  where  they  lived  the  rest  of  their 
married  life.  They  had  seven  children.  She  died  May  12,  1951  at  the  age  of  84. 

Her  garden  was  one  of  her  hobbies.  She  also  enjoyed  making  quilts.  Each  of  the  grandchildren  received  a  quilt  she  had  made  and  quilted. 

Mildred  (Myers)  Parcell 


Mother  always  stored  food  in  the  cellar  for  winter.  There  was  a  large  fruit  cubbard  which  held  hundreds  of  quarts  of  fruit  and  jellies,  etc. 
Potatoes  and  apples  were  put  in  bins  and  the  cabbage  was  wrapped  in  paper  for  keeping.  Some  was  also  buried  in  a  barrel  in  the  ground 
until  spring.  Most  of  the  meat  was  butchered  in  the  winter  and  cured,  smoked,  canned,  or  pickled.  Apples  were  always  dried,  made 
into  applebutter  and  mince  meat.  Mother  always  had  a  .'swing  board  in  the  cellar  which  was  used  to  cool  pies  and  other  baked  items. 

The  basement  had  a  red  brick  floor  which  kept  the  milk  and  butter  cool.  Mother  churned  the  butter  and  often  made  fancy  prints  on  it. 

Home  made  bread  and  mush  were  made  about  once  a  week.  Corn  beans  were  dried  and  cooked  with  ham  bone.  Crackers  were  bought 
by  the  barrel  and  kept  close  to  the  registar  and  stove  pipes  in  the  up-stairs  bed  rooms.  These  made  a  nice  bed  time  snack',  however, 
the  crumbs  didn't  feel  so  good  between  the  blankets. 

Mother  knitted  our  stockings,  scarfs  and  made  all  our  dresses.  She  was  an  excellant  seamstress  and  made  her  own  clothing  at  the  age 
of  thirteen. 

We  traveled  in  buggies,  sleighs,  and  sleds.  The  farmers  opened  the  roads  in  the  winter  so  the  horses  and  sleds  could  get  through.  They 
hauled  gravel  from  the  gravel  pits  in  the  summer  to  keep  the  roads  in  shape. 

The  day  before  Grandma  Ehret  (Mrs.  Jacob  Ehret)  died  she  came  to  see  us  and  brought  a  little  kitten  which  was  a  pleasant  memory  of  her. 


Treva  (Myers)  Smeltzer 


MYERS  FAMILY  AND  FRIENDS 

BACK  ROW  FROM  LEFT.  JESSIE  (MVERS)  LIENHART, 
HALLET  MYERS,  M ABLE  (METZLER)  OGLETREE,  CAL. 
LIENHART,  TREVA  (MYERS)  SMELTZER,  CHARLES  METZ¬ 
LER,  EDNA  (MYERS)  CLOUSE,  CORNELIUS  EHRET,  MARTHA 
EHRET 

SEATED  FROM  LEFT,  ANDREW  MYERS,  HANNAH  MYERS, 
LOVINA  (EHRET)  MYERS,  JOHN  C.  MYERS,  BABY  CHARLES 

CHRILDREN  FROM  LEFT.  MILDRED  (MYERS)  PARCSLL, 
ETHEL  (METZLER)  ROBENSON,  LEONARD  EHRET,  OTTO 
EHRET,  LEWIS  EHRET 
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CHRISTIAN  A.  (ALBERT)  AND  SADIE 
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BIG  TOOL  CHEST 

(REVERSE  OF  APRIL  1963,  DWIGHT  EHRET'S  MEMORIES) 
(REVERSE  OF  JULY  1963,  BERT  MORRIStS  MEMORIES) 
(REVERSE  OF  OCT.  1963.  C.O. EHRET'S  FAMILY  MEMORIES) 


CHAIR  AND  DRESS 

(REFER  TO  REVERSE  OF  DEC.  1963,  FAY  EHRET  KALB’S  MEMORIES) 


JACOB'  S  TRUSTEE  RECORDS  OF  OLIVE  TOWNSHIP 


JOY  (YODER)  FREED  ANTHONY  B.  YODER 

AND  A  FRESH  AIR  GIRL  FROM  CHICAGO  FUNERAL  DIRECTOR  OF  WAKARUSA 

HISTORY  OF  ANTHONY  B.  YODER'S  SAYERS  AND  SCOVILLE  HEARSE 


Supposedly  this  is  the  team  that  would  go  down  the  road  automatically  turning  in  a  drive  where  they  saw 
a  crepe  on  the  door.  This  is  also  thought  to  be  the  hearse  that  buried  Jacob  F.  Ehret. 


(SEE  REVERSE  OF  NOV.  1963.  FOR  ANTHONY  YODER  HISTORY  AND  REVERSE  OF  FEB.  1963,  FOR  FAMILY  UNDERTAKING  HISTORY) 
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The  above  memory  cards  were  given  to  the  family  and  close  friends  when  Mary  died  and  was  buried  not 
too  far  from  her  parents  in  the  Olive  Cemetery. 


Again  a  year  and  5  months  later  a  similar  card  was  given  out,  and  finally  the  words  that  Jacob  had  heard 
so  often  at  the  cemetery  as  he  tenderly  laid  people  to  rest  were  repeated  over  his  casket  as  it  was  placed 
next  to  Mary,  "Now  we  commit  the  remains  of  this  loved  one  to  the  ground  from  whence  it  came  and  the 
spirit  to  God  who  gave  it,  awaiting  the  general  resurrection  of  the  dead." 


Olive  Cemetery  - 

The  cemetery  near  this  church  was  laid  out  in  1855.  It  is  handsomely  divided  in  wards,  and  is  situated 
on  such  a  beautiful  eminence  the  passer-by  is  impressed  that  that  spot  was  intended  by  Providence  for  the 
resting-place  for  many  of  the  county's  old  pioneers  and  estimable  men  are  buried  in  this  place. 

1881  Chapman  History  of  Elkhart  County  pages  1102-3 
Decoration  Day  brings  their  names  into  relief,  so  tha:  numbers  of  the  living  are  thus  led  to  visit  the  city 
of  the  dead,  and,  in  wandering  over  the  marked  and  unmarked  graves  of  the  people,  to  ponder  on  the 
uncertainty  of  this  transitory  world,  to  think  on  the  good  deeds  of  those  who  sleep  beneath  their  feet,  and 
to  prepare  themselves  for  the  day  of  natural  annihilation.  An  account  of  a  pilgrimage  to  a  rural  burial 
ground,  though  it  is  itself  of  a  melancholy  character,  must  be  as  interesting  as  it  is  instructive. 


A  CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  PERFORMED  IN  THE  LIFE  WORK  OF  JACOB  F.  EHRET 
Where  did  our  Christian  burial  customs  originate?  And  when?  And  why  do  we  observe  them  today? 

These  customs  have  been  preserved  because  of  the  Christian's  belief  in  the  resurrection  from  the  grave. 

Little  meaning  would  there  be  to  the  Christian  burial  service  if  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  were 
not  a  proven  fact.  This  truth,  and  His  promise  of  coming  again,  when  he  shall  call  unto  Himself  from 
the  graves  all  those  who  "love  his  appearing,"  make  the  Christian  burial  service  a  sacred  privilege,  a 
solemn  memorial,  and  a  loving  expression  of  an  assured  expectation. 

And  so  we  find  the  resurrection  light  shining  on  and  on. 

Job  said:  "If  a  man  die.  shall  he  live  again?  All  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change 
come."  Job  14:14.  Again  in  Job  19:24-26  he  answers  affirmatively  that  age  old  question. 

The  prophet  Isaiah  says:  "Thy  dead  men  shall  live.'  Isa.  26:19. 

In  Luke  20:32-38  Christ  said,  referring  to  Moses  at  the  burning  bush,  "Now  that  the  dead  are  raised, 
even  Moses  showed  this  at  the  bush,  when  he  calleth  the  Lord  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of 
Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.  For  he  is  not  a  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living:  for  all  live  unto  him." 

God's  men  believed  in  his  resurrection  power,  and  the  burial  ceremonies  not  only  point  to  this  belief, 
but  are  themselves  a  continuing  testimony  of  such  a  belief. 

Every  Christian  burial  is  a  God  appointed  memorial,  ever  portraying  God’s  providence  both  in  this 
life  and  in  that  to  come,  and  man's  faith  and  utter  dependence  upon  God  for  the  fulfillment  of  His 
promises. 


Edited  by  Jerry  Freed  from  "Bible  Light  on  Modem  Funeral  Service  Customs" 

by  Roderick  D.  Sheldon. 


Names  underlined  are  direct  descendants 

Names  spaced  underlined  are  married  to  direct  descendants 

(SEE  REVERSE  OF  FEB.  I96J,  FOR  FAMILY  UNDERTAKING  H I  ST  OR  Y) 


1st  Generation  JACOB  F.  EHRET 

One  of  the  first  undertakers  of 
Elkhart  Co.  Indiana 
(Olive  Twp.) 


2nd  Generation 


Cornelius  Ehret  Fred  Ehret  Albert  Ehret 
3rd  Generation 


Dwight  Y.  Ehret  Joy  Yoder  Freed  Ford  Yoder 
son  of  Cornelius  daughter  of  Anthony  son  of  Anthony 
Yoder  &  Clara  Ehret  Yoder  &  Clara 
Ehret 


Anthony_B^  Yoder 

married  Jacob's  daughter  Clara 


Cal  _Lienhart 

married  Jessie  Myers  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  daughter 
of  John  &  Levina  Ehret 


4th  Generation 


Robert  D.  Ehret 
son  of  Dwight 


T  ully  _Obenhoff 
married  Lois  Lienhart 
daughter  of  Cal  Lienhart 
&  Jessie  Myers 
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JACOB  F. 

EHRET  CENTENNIAL 

MEMORIAL 

CALENDAR 

ONE  OF  THE  FIRST  UNDERTAKERS  IN  ELKHART  COUNTY.  INDIANA 


To  Jacob  F.  Ehret  Family  descendants  - 

At  the  Ehret  reunion  of  Sept.  9,  1962  held  at  Friendship  gardens  of  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  (Aunt  Sadie 
Ehret,  widow  of  Albert  Ehret  and  daughter  in  law  of  Jacob  F.  Ehret  is  in  charge  of  the  gardens)  it  was 
unanimously  voted  to  approve  a  motion  that  a  Centenial  Memorial  Calendar  be  produced  for  1963.  A 
collection  was  immediately  taken  up  to  start  the  project  and  approximately  $30.00  was  received  by 
Faye  Kalb  the  Sec'y  Treas. 

We  find  the  actual  cost  to  produce  600  calendars  will  run  between  $1.25  and  $1.50  per  calendar.  We  are 
running  600  to  lower  the  cost  of  production  and  to  make  additional  copies  available  for  you  to  keep  for 
posterity. 

We  want  to  thank  everyone  for  their  help  in  locating  the  pictures  to  make  this  project  possible.  We 
are  sure  you  will  agree  that  these  family  pictures  are  wonderful  and  that  those  who  don't  have  such 
pictures  will  want  to  pictures  taken  before  it  is  too  late. 

Special  pains  have  been  taken  to  use  a  binding  so  that  following  each  months  use,  the  page  may  be 
turned  back,  keeping  the  Calendar  intact. 

If  you  appreciate  this  calendar,  would  you  be  interested  in  a  4  year  calendar  showing  the  grandchildren 
with  their  immediate  families?  Remember  that  Aunt  Sadie  has  requested  that  the  1963  reunion  be  held 
Sept.  8,  1963  at  Friendship  gardens  and  we  hope  to  see  all  of  you  there  and  please  each  Grandchild 
should  bring  a  picture  of  their  immediate  families  and  an  autobiography.  In  case  the  grandchild  is 
deceased,  the  family  is  requested  to  write  a  biography  and  bring  pictures.  We  would  like  the  dates 
and  places  of  births  and  marriage,  life  work,  places  lived,  names  and  birthdates  of  children  and 
interesting  incidents.  This  1963-64  calendar  will  probably  recall  many  memories  of  Jake  Ehrets 
that  the  grandchildren  will  want  to  share  in  their  autobiography . 

There  was  enough  material  to  produce  a  17  month  calendar  instead  of  a  12  month.  In  case  another  one 
is  produced  for  the  grandchildren  it  will  start  with  July  of  1964.  The  delay  in  production  was  due  to 
the  normal  holiday  rush. 

This  calendar  was  produced  at  the  Bethel  Publishing  Company  of  Elkhart,  Indiana  by  the  following 

family  of  Jacob  F  .  Ehret . 

Jerry  Freed  a  great  grandson  is  the  Manager. 

Shirley  Smeltzer  -  set  up  work  -  Great  Grand- daughter 
Sharon  Kay  (Yoder)  Rodgers  -  typist  -  Great  Grand-daughter 
Roberta  (Ritter)  Ehret  -  proof  reader  -  Married  to  a  grand- son 
Larry  Sawyer  -  photography  -  Great  Grand- son 
Phil  Freed  -  photography  -  Great  Grand-son 

Bob  Ehret  -  collector  of  pictures  and  materials  -  Great  Grand-son 

Extra  copies  of  this  calendar  are  available  from  Faye  Kalb  at  422  S.  5th  St. ,  Goshen,  Indiana. 

Persons  wishing  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  this  project  may  send  the  same  to  Faye. 


W.  Leonard  Ehret  -  President  of  descendants  association 


bethel. 
PUBUSMING 
ELKHART.  I  HO 


